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PRESS RELEASE


TO:  			Marquette County Media

FROM: 		Marquette County Health Department

CONTACT:  		Kevin L. Piggott, MD, MPH, Medical Director, 906-475-9977

DATE: 		April 15, 2020

SUBJECT: 		Reporting of probable cases of COVID-19 beginning April16th  


The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) will begin reporting “probable” cases of COVID-19 by county potentially beginning as soon April 16th. 

State reporting will now include three categories of COVID-19 cases: probable, laboratory confirmed, and deaths.

This change in reporting may result in a significant increase in reported COVID-19 numbers.

Probable cases of COVID-19 include individuals who have mild symptoms of COVID-19 AND have met a specific exposure condition meeting current State and Federal COVID-19 exposure guidelines, but have not been laboratory tested as confirmed for COVID-19. 

Laboratory testing for COVID-19 remains focused upon those patients meeting the prioritization categories as defined by MDHHS.  As such, the current COVID-19 data may under represent actual COVID-19 presence within a given community.

The expanded reporting, to include “probable” COVID-19 cases, is intended to provide data that may more accurately characterize the COVID-19 outbreak within our community.  

The Marquette County Health Department (MCHD) continues to strongly advise all members of the public to adhere to social distancing, stay home/stay safe, and specific hygiene recommendations in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19.

For more information and specific recommendations regarding COVID-19, please visit www.mqthealth.org.
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