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Guidance for Reopening Buildings after Prolonged Shutdown or Reduced Operation

COVID-19 has caused many businesses to hold operations or shut down their buildings completely for a prolonged period of time. Now that some businesses are reopening and others are preparing to do so, the Barry-Eaton District Health Department (BEDHD) is encouraging businesses not only to implement best practices for COVID-19 prevention of spread, but also to evaluate other potential hazards, including stagnant, unsafe drinking water.

“When water has been sitting for a prolonged amount of time, it creates an opportunity for bacterial contamination and other health hazards to occur. Flushing water lines as part of a comprehensive water management program is one of the best ways to ensure that businesses are ready to safely serve the public when they reopen” says Kasey Swanson, Environmental Health Specialist.

To help avoid consumption of unsafe drinking water, an increase in lead or copper poisoning, or Legionnaires’ disease as people return to work, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have updated their online Guidance for Reopening Buildings After Prolonged Shutdown or Reduced Operation. The guidance outlines 8 steps to take during and before reopening a building:

1. Develop a comprehensive water management program (WMP) for your water system and all devices that use water. Guidance to help with this process is available from CDC and others.
2. Ensure your water heater is properly maintained and the temperature is correctly set to at least 104˚F.
3. Flush all hot water systems and all cold water systems through all points of use (e.g., showers, sink faucets).
4. Clean all decorative water features, such as fountains.
5. Ensure hot tubs/spas are safe for use (when allowed to re-open).
6. Ensure cooling towers are clean and well-maintained.
7. Ensure safety equipment including fire sprinkler systems, eye wash stations, and safety showers are clean and well-maintained.
8. Maintain your water system.

For more information and guidance about each step, additional resources pertaining to management or restoration of water quality, and for information regarding COVID-19 and businesses, visit BEDHD’s Coronavirus Workplace webpage at www.barryeatonhealth.org/coronavirusworkplace.

For additional questions or to speak with someone directly, call our Barry County office at (269) 945-9516 or our Eaton County office at (517) 541-2615.
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