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For Immediate Release
April 17, 2020

Precautionary Quarantine Ordered for Mallard Pond Village Apartments
Barry-Eaton District Health Department (BEDHD) has ordered a temporary quarantine for residents of Mallard Pond Village Apartments in Hastings, Michigan after becoming aware of a few individuals with COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) through case investigation efforts. Quarantine means the temporary separation and movement restriction of people who were exposed to a contagious disease to see if they become sick, and to prevent people who may be infected from unknowingly transmitting the virus to others. This quarantine is an effort to prevent additional cases of COVID-19. Mallard Pond provides housing to seniors, who are especially vulnerable to severe COVID-19 illness. During the quarantine period, Mallard Pond residents are asked to not leave their homes.

“The primary goal of the measure is to protect public health,” said Colette Scrimger, Health Officer. “During this difficult time, special considerations must be taken to protect the community’s most vulnerable members. We know that a quarantine of Mallard Pond Village Apartments will be challenging for the residents. To address these issues, BEDHD is proud to partner with several local Barry County organizations to make sure residents’ needs are met.”

This joint effort includes coordination with many agencies to provide necessary supplies such as food, prescription medication, and personal care items. BEDHD is working collaboratively with Mallard Pond Village Apartments Management, the United Way of Barry County, Barry County Commission on Aging, Barry County Emergency Management, CareWell Services of Southwest Michigan, the South Michigan Food Bank, and others to keep the community’s residents safe and well during the quarantine period.  BEDHD will be communicating with each resident personally and on a regular basis to monitor health, coordinate testing for COVID-19 if needed, and to ensure needs are met.

As of 4/16/20, there have been 20 cases of COVID-19 in Barry County, and one COVID-19 related death. To prevent further spread of COVID-19 in the community, BEDHD urges residents to continue the following:
· Wash hands regularly
· Wear facial coverings when leaving home for essential purposes
· Frequently clean high-touch surfaces with an EPA-approved cleaner
· Stay Home, Stay Safe per the Governor’s order by only leaving home for essential purposes such as work, medical appointments, or to purchase necessary supplies
Information about the COVID-19 is rapidly changing. For general questions about COVID-19, call the state hotline at 1-888-535-6136. For more information, visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html, https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus, and https://www.barryeatonhealth.org/covid-19-resources-and-update.
###
Sarah Surna | Community Health Promotion Specialist | 517-541-2606 | ssurna@bedhd.org
www.barryeatonhealth.org          Be Active – Be Safe – Be Healthy          www.facebook.com/barryeatonhealth
www.barryeatonhealth.org          Be Active – Be Safe – Be Healthy          www.facebook.com/barryeatonhealth

image1.png
Barry-Eaton District
Health Department




