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November 18, 2021

Michigan Groundwater Association
Mr. Charles “Buddy” Sebastian, President
115 W. Allegan Street, Suite 200
Lansing, MI 48933

Mr. Sebastian,

On behalf of the Michigan Association of Local Environmental Health Administrators (MALEHA) I am writing this letter in response to correspondence received from you dated September 23, 2021 addressed to Environmental Health Directors across the State.   The letter suggests that a number of Local Health Departments (LHDs) are in violation of Part 127 of Act 368 (Well Construction Code).   

Your letter indicates that MGWA members have experienced issues with some LHDs.  Further, you make the assertion that some LHDs are in fact violating or misinterpreting the Well Construction Code.  As you are aware, LHDs are required through our contract with EGLE to meet certain Minimum Program Requirements (MPRs) in the Private and Type III Water Supply Program.  Ultimately, it is EGLE who would determine any issues of non-conformance of Part 127 by LHDs or non-compliance in regard to MPRs.  In situations where there are conflicting interpretations of Part 127, EGLE has the ultimate authority to make the final determination.  MALEHA membership has taken some exception with the perceived tone of the letter and has questioned the intended message.  It is not MGWA’s role to “ensure compliance” of LHDs regarding the Well Construction Code or the MPRs.        

In an effort to collaborate with the MGWA regarding your concerns, I propose that we arrange a meeting between MGWA, EGLE, and MALEHA.  This would provide a great opportunity to discuss these concerns from all of our perspectives.  Hopefully this will help strengthen our communication and result in a stronger partnership and a shared understanding of our roles and responsibilities.  In the end, we are all working toward the same goal.

I invite you to contact me directly to schedule a meeting at 616-632-7316 or sara.simmonds@kentcountymi.gov.  

Sincerely,
Sara Simmonds
MALEHA President

cc:		Michael Frederick, MGWA Lobbyist
		Dave Schulenberg, MGWA Executive Director
		Sara Pearson, EGLE
		Dana DeBruyn, EGLE
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