MALEHA Environmental Health Forum
Minutes from December 16th 2021, 9:30 AM
Teleconference 
Board of Directors:

Daniel Thorell*NE MI DHD Director
Elizabeth Suggitt* LMAS Secretary
Sara Simmonds* Kent President
Andrew Cox*Macomb Past President
Anthony Drautz* Oakland President Elect
Steve King* CMDHD Director
Tanya Rule* WUPHD Director
Steve Stoddard* Lapeer CHD Director


Members:
Randy Rapp* Allegan CHD
Rebecca Long (associate) Allegan CHD
Jodi Pessell (associate) Barry-Eaton DHD
Eric Johnston* Benzie-Leelanau DHD
Nick Margaritis* Berrien CHD
Brian Murphy (associate) Berrien CHD 
Paul Andriacchi* Br.-Hillsdale-St. Joe CHA
Shanay Settles (associate) Calhoun CHD
George Friday* Cass-Van Buren DHD
Ian Nelson* Delta-Menominee DHD	
Scott Withington*Detroit HD
Kevin Prevost* DHD #4
Wade Dishaw* Dickinson-Iron DHD
Tina Moore (associate) Genesee CHD
Brent Wheat* Grand Traverse CHD
Tip MacGuire* Huron CHD
Rod McNeill* Ingham CHD
Ken Bowen* Ionia CHD
Lucus Pols (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Rachel Stiening (associate) Kent CHD
Kasee Johnson* Lenawee CHD
Matt Bolang* Livingston CHD	
Amy Aumock (associate) Livingston CHD
Tom Barnes (associate) Macomb CHD
Michael Eslick* Muskegon CHD
Mark Hansell (associate) Oakland CHD
Laura Riddell (associate) Oakland CHD
Adeline Hambley* Ottawa CHD	
Spencer Ballard (associate) Ottawa CHD
Chris Klawuhn* Saginaw CHD
Steve Demick* St. Clair CHD
Casey Elliott* Shiawassee CHD
Kristen Schweighoefer*Washtenaw CHD
Jackie Bates (associate) Washtenaw CHD
Theresa Brestovansky* Wayne CHD	
Tanya Rule*Western UP DHD 
Pam Rutter (adjunct) UofM
	
*denotes voting member
Non-member Guests	
Amanda Garvin MDARD
Tim Slawinski MDARD 
Sara Pierson MDEGLE
Molly Cotant MDHHS



Dana DeBruyn MDEGLE
Jeremy Hoey MDEGLE
Connor Wickham MDEGLE 



Brad Lateski MDEGLE



Ian Smith MDEGLE


 
Meeting called to order by Sara Simmonds at 9:31 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Friday, support by Cox. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from November 18th 2021 by McGuire, support by Cox, Motion carried.


3. Officer & Affiliate Reports
a) President’s Report: 
a. The Michigan Groundwater Association received our letter.  Mike Frederick, a lobbyist for the MGWA has reached out and would like to get together to talk.  Sara will consult with our groundwater committee to see how we want to respond.
b. We are keeping an eye on the lead bills.  The major highlights for environmental health from the bills are:
i. MDHHS would need to create a lead prevention program.
ii. Interim controls would be considered to be abatement.
iii. Lowers the EBL from 10 to 5.
iv. No current funding source for the proposed requirements.
b) Treasurer’s Report:  Filed with the Secretary and shared with the membership.
c) MALPH Report: Norm was unable to attend the meeting.  He submitted a report this morning to Sara, which was then emailed out to the membership.  This report has been tabled until the January meeting.
d) MEHA Report: The AEC survey that went out received 38 responses.  Thirty two directors responded they would send staff if the conference were to be held in person, while 6 responded they would not send staff to an in-person conference.  The majority of those that responded to the survey were supportive of vaccination and masking if they were required.  A concerning 7% of the respondents said they would not comply with mitigation measures.  MEHA will be moving forward with a virtual option and are looking at some different platforms to utilize.  A decision will be made in January on whether there will be an in-person option along with the virtual.
4. State Department Reports:  
a) EGLE:  
a. Emerging Contaminants/PFAS – Ian Smith: The unit is working to sample community type I supplies for asbestos and dioxins.  Ian will update MALEHA when the results start coming in.  These are considered emerging contaminants that are regulated but are currently waived from testing.  It has been 15 years since these were last looked at.  EGLE wants to evaluate whether these samples should still be waived.
b. Non-Community Public Water Supply Program – Connor Wickham: No update.
c. Drinking Water/EH Division - Sara Pierson: 
i. We had a good experience with DHD #2 for a type II well investigation of a recurrent bacteria problem.  This well had been blown out in the past, cleaned out, and had changed out fittings.  There was no well log available for this well.  The down-hole camera was utilized with LHD staff, EGLE staff, drillers, and the owner on site.  The down-hole camera found a joint failure in the casing and could show water seeping into the well.  This turned out to be a great option for problem solving on this well.
ii. Still working with management and LARA on UST isolation distances.  We are still getting inquiries and applications.  In places where there are existing wells, EGLE feels it is beneficial to do a hydrogeological study (this is at the cost of the applicant).  This is something that can be requested under the law and EGLE will provide assistance on.  EGLE is working on putting together a procedure to provide some direction.
iii. EGLE is working on questions coming in from marijuana grow facilities and how to handle wastewater tanks, isolation distances, and chemicals used.  There will be more to come on this.
d. Campgrounds – Jeremy Hoeh: 
i. The onsite wastewater program has created a quick reference guide for MIEDWIS.  There is a link on the MIEDWIS page and also on the onsite wastewater EGLE web site page.
ii. The onsite wastewater program and campground program wastewater flows are being reviewed and will be discussed at the wastewater conference in January.
iii. EGLE has been invited to a meeting with the DNR on how the DNR plans to spend $250 million infrastructure money.  They are looking at modernizing campgrounds at 43 state parks and 11-12 state trails.  They will be working on Flint State Park and Belle Isle projects.  All of the money needs to be obligated by 2024.  There will be no expansion, only modernizing projects.
e. Dana DeBruyn: 
i. Division Director, Eric Oswold, will post vacancies for a 2nd Assistant Director for the Drinking Water and Environmental Health Divisions, and a Licensed Engineer 14.  The 2nd Assistant Director position was formerly occupied by Amy LeChance.  This position has been changed to focus on overseeing the EH section.  The Licensed Engineer 14 position will be for the NCWS Engineering Unit for secondary treatment.  The goal is to identify and onboard some systems with complex treatment from the type II program from LHDs.  EGLE will work with MALEHA for a decision tree on what systems will be put into the unit.  There will not be a lot of systems as this will be a small unit
ii. There are 2 new employees EGLE would like to announce. 
a. Brad Latoski – Enforcement for EH programs.  Brad comes from the Marines where he was in the Military Police.  He has hit the road running with some NCWS issues and pool issues.
b. Katrina Stevenson – clerical staff for Jeremy’s unit.  Katrina will cover campgrounds, pools, onsite wastewater, and septage.
iii. EGLE Financial unit did a webinar training last Friday for the FSR training for the NCWS program, long term monitoring, campgrounds, pools, and septage.  The webinar was recorded and EGLE will send a link to the video and power point presentation.  The reason for the new FSR is to meet grant requirements and so that LHDs get paid in a timelier manner.  EGLE understands this will be more work for LHDs.  Lisa has created a spreadsheet for LHDs to utilize.  It is understood this will require new processes to be developed by LHDs.  EGLE advised that the information requested on the spreadsheet may be submitted in a different format, and also to not wait for a follow-up inspection on pools prior to submitting an initial inspection.  A suggestion was made from a MALEHA member to make the spreadsheets prepopulated for each LHD.
iv. There has been no significant movement on the Governor’s executive directive.  EGLE’s Deputy Director, Aaron Keeley, will be working on the plan and road map in response to the directive.
b) MDARD: Tim Slawinksi and Amanda Garvin: There is no update.  Sean Dunleavy will be returning on December 27, 2021.
c) MDHHS: Molly Cotant: No update to give.  Taking back a question on whether there are any updates on replacing the position for HIV for Body Art. 
d) LARA: Laura Remus: No update.
e) MIOSHA – no update.
f) LCC: Barb Sebastian: No update.
5. Committee Reports: 
a. Food: The committee met on 12/10/21.  The MDARD survey was reviewed to go out.  There are concerns about accreditation and the need to include MPHI and MALPH within the conversation for restarting accreditation.  Due to this, questions regarding accreditation were left off of the survey.  MDARD is looking for trainings that might be needed/wanted in the next year.  A discussion was held regarding where everyone is at, accreditation, and whether the survey should be sent out.  A motion was made to send out the survey to the membership by Bolang, support by ??, Motion carried.
b. Drinking Water: 
i. Committee met with EGLE and MDARD regarding chemical injection for dairy farms.  EGLE had a memo drafted some years ago.  There was discussion during the committee meeting whether the chemical injection should be allowed or not allowed.  The chemical makes the water taste better to the cows.  When the cows drink more water they produce more milk.  EGLE would support the chemical injection systems on Type II supplies if they are properly managed, and enough sampling is done.  These would not be approved on a type 3 supply.  We are still waiting for the memo from EGLE, we have asked for it to be shared with MALEHA before it is made official.
ii. The Director’s water well advisory committee have quarterly meetings and sent a letter to MGWA.  A small group meeting was offered in January with MALEHA, EGLE, and MGWA to discuss what is going on and what everyone’s roles are.  A discussion was held regarding the letter and EGLE.
c. Onsite: No update.
d. Legislative:  The main item is the package of lead bills.  The main concerns are they will redefine interim controls as abatements, funding source, and the impact to local public health with the implementation of a lead prevention program.  A meeting will be held in January with the legislative committee to discuss whether MALEHA should reach out to the legislature on this issue.
e. Technology & Training: Do we want to do something in the spring for the Director’s Conference?  Sara will bring this back to the board.  There was discussion on storage and document sharing.  The committee is asking the board to look at using google drive and to continue to use the MALPH server.
6. Old Business: None
7. New Business: None
8. Items from Board:  None
9. Items from Members:
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Rod McNeill from Ingham County shared the news of the passing of Steve Spodney, Sanitarian with Ingham County.  Funeral arrangement information was shared with the membership.
10. Future Agenda Items:
11. Next meeting is 1-20-22.  Motion to Adjourn by Bolang and support by ??.  Motion carried.
Meeting Adjourned 11:24 AM.
Submitted by Elizabeth Suggitt 01 18 22 
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								MALEHA Secretary
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