MALEHA Environmental Health Forum
Minutes from November 18th 2021, 9:30 AM
Teleconference 
Board of Directors:







Daniel Thorell*NE MI DHD Director
Elizabeth Suggitt* LMAS Secretary
Sara Simmonds* Kent President
Andrew Cox*Macomb Past President
Chris Westover*Monroe Treasurer	
Anthony Drautz* Oakland President Elect
Steve King* CMDHD Director
Tanya Rule* WUPHD Director

Members:
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Shanay Settles (associate) Calhoun CHD
George Friday* Cass-Van Buren DHD	
Scott Withington*Detroit HD
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Wade Dishaw* Dickinson-Iron DHD
Brent Wheat* Grand Traverse CHD
Tip MacGuire* Huron CHD
Ken Bowen* Ionia CHD	 
Don Hayduk*Jackson CHD
Lucus Pols (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Rachel Stiening (associate) Kent CHD
Brandon Earl (associate) Kent CHD
Kasee Johnson* Lenawee CHD
Cindy Merritt (associate) Lenawee CHD
Matt Bolang* Livingston CHD	
Tom Barnes (associate) Macomb CHD
Jim Hentry* Midland CDH
Laura Riddell (associate) Oakland CHD
Adeline Hambley* Ottawa CHD	
Spencer Ballard (associate) Ottawa CHD
Chris Klawuhn* Saginaw CHD
Kristen Schweighoefer*Washtenaw CHD
Jackie Bates (associate) Washtenaw CHD
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Tanya Rule*Western UP DHD 
Pam Rutter (adjunct) UofM
	
*denotes voting member
Non-member Guests	
Norm Hess MALPH
Andy Preist MEHA President
Rodney Blanchard MDARD
Tim Slawinski MDARD 
Becky Vought MDARD
Sara Pierson MDEGLE


Molly Cotant MDHHS
Dana DeBruyn MDEGLE 
Jeremy Hoeh MDEGLE
Ian Smith MDEGLE
Connor Wickham MDEGLE 
Eric Oswald MDEGLE
Laura Remus LARA









 
Meeting called to order by Sara Simmonds at 9:30 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Bolang, support Westover. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from September 16th 2021 by Bolang with the correction to the spelling of Tony Drautz name, support by Hayduk, Motion carried.

Motion to approve the minutes from October 21st, 2021 by Bolang with the addition of Westover added to the motion to adjourn the meeting, support by Hayduk, Motion carried.

3. Officer & Affiliate Reports
a) President’s Report: Placed on file.
a. The MALEHA Groundwater Committee is drafting a letter in response to the letter recently received by the Michigan Ground Water Association.  The letter is intended to try and find ways to collaborate with one another to better understand issues and concerns.  This letter will be shared with the MALEHA membership at the next forum meeting.
b. In response to the September MALPH meeting, the Groundwater Committee put together a basic survey to determine the human resource and financial impact caused by legislative and programmatic changes (RTCR, LCR, and PFAS) in the Non-Community Water Supply program.  The survey closed November 3rd.  The results were shared with MALPH before the November 8th meeting.
c. The following tie barred bills were introduced by Representative Hood (Grand Rapids) and Representative Anthony (Lansing).  The MALEHA Legislative Committee is reviewing the bills to determine the impact of the bills and determine our position.  Our feedback will be shared with Norm Hess.
i. HB5413 – Removes definition of EBL
ii. HB5414 – physician continuing education
iii. HB5415 – EBL Definition (maintains current language but lowers to 5)
iv. HB5416 – Medical Assistance & MiChild enrollees receive annual lead screening
v. HB5417 – changes to CLPPP (difference from what we requested, contradicts changes in HB5421)
vi. HB5418 – automatic qualification for special health care services for children affected by lead exposure
vii. HB5419 – requires paint inspection prior to sale
viii. HB5420 – RRP authorization
ix. HB5421 – EPA definitions we requested to be updated
x. HB5422 – referrals for EBL
b) Treasurer’s Report:  Filed with the Secretary and shared with the membership.
c) MALPH Report: The lead bill package has not moved.  MALPH continues to talk to people in regards to these bills.  Norm took questions from the Forum.  Simmonds asked about the lead bills and if physicians groups have been consulted.  Norm affirmed they have been consulted and are not opposed to the requirement for continuing education in regards to lead.
d) MEHA Report: 
a. Award nominations are due by December 15th, 2021.  Please take a look at the awards and place a nomination.  Award categories can be viewed on the MEHA web site and nomination may be placed on the website as well.
b. The MEHA Ready Reference is a reference document for new employees.  MEHA is looking to revamp the reference document and will be sending out a survey to gauge what sections/topics are the most relevant.  The survey should be ready soon and available to the membership.
c. MEHA is looking to see if departments will want to send their staff to an in-person conference in the spring.  The AEC will be in Traverse City in March 2022.
d. Membership is down.  Please discuss the association with your employees and see if there is interest in becoming members.
e. Andy took questions from the membership.  Questions asked were if a link to the ready reference would be available online.  Tanya shared the pdfs with the membership.  The second question asked was what would be the best way to collect the data on the ready reference.  A survey should be ready to go out within the next week or two.
4. State Department Reports:  
a) EGLE:  
i. Emerging Contaminants/PFAS – Ian Smith: A number of the supplies EGLE has been keeping an eye on have moved into non-compliance status.  EGLE Drinking Water and EH divisions have been working with MPART to make sure all follow-up activities are occurring.  School sampling could trigger an area of concern for the aquifer.  When MCLs are detected, an investigation would ensue to determine the extent of the contamination to understand the risk and communicate with the whole community.
ii. Non-Community Public Water Supply Program – Connor Wickham: Dan has moved to work on the MIEDWIS project.  Connor has taken over coverage of the Type II Supervision.  Scheduling of annual evaluations of the program is currently taking place.  Most of the reviews should be in person, while some will take place via a hybrid mode.  There is a whole new round of training being planned for next year.  Trainings should take place once per quarter virtually and be posted to the new Teams Channel.  A survey will be going out to LHDs for topics of interest for these trainings.
iii. Drinking Water/EH Division - Sara Pierson: A notice was sent out to MALPH about doing a soft start for private/type 3 evaluations in 2022.  EGLE will be offering grace as the covid situation is still fluid and unknown.  Contracts should be coming out soon.  The lists for sampling will be released after the contracts have been signed and are in place.  EGLE has been working with LARA and the industry in regards to UST isolation distances to water supplies and variance requests.  
iv. Campgrounds – Jeremy Hoeh: The campgrounds division has been receiving questions on homeless encampments.  While EGLE appreciates the EH concerns, they don’t see a connection with campgrounds and the authority to get involved with these.  Temporary or permanent licenses should not be issued to deal with them.  Other EH rules will need to be used for enforcement.
v. Dana DeBruyn: The EGLE contracts are done and ready to be emailed out to the health officers.  Due to the esignature process this year, they can only go to the “contract signers” (HO or BOH chair).  A discussion on electronic signatures on contracts and who they were emailed to took place.  The Admin Section will do a Teams webinar on quarterly FSR to get paid quarterly on December 10, 2021 at 10:00 am. The EPA will be coming in April/May for an audit of the Public Water Supplies Program and will be auditing funds as well.  LHDs may get asked to provide information during this audit.  Training will kick-off for the MIEDWIS onsite wastewater program.  Dana is eager to hear the MDARD presentation next month.
vi. Eric Oswold: An executive directive was released 2 weeks ago to see what the needs are for drinking water.  EGLE will be looking at fundamental questions to get LHDs the resources they need to deal with drinking water.  EGLE will be onboarding some contractors to help meet the one year time frame.  A discussion on the directive took place.  There are 6 actions within the directive:
1. Review Statutes and rules to make sure it is applicable.
2. Evaluate State staffing needs.
3. Build partnerships with MDHHS for public to be informed on lead risk.
4. Build processes to remove lead from drinking water.
5. Create GIS based inventory of drinking water assets.
6. Develop strategies to promote regionalization of State’s drinking water.
b) MDARD: Tim Slawinksi and Rodney Blanchard: There is going to be a presentation on adding a section to the license for approval needed for wastewater.  The presentation will be next month on the new form.  Sean Dunleavy is on an indeterminate leave of absence.  MDARD will communicate out soon who to contact during his absence.  Rodney participated in the food committee meeting last week and thought it was a good meeting.  Simmonds asked about the onsite wastewater form and if there is a possibility for a deeper partnership with EGLE for complex commercial facilities with different concentrations of wastes as sites are different as they evolve over time.  Tim responded with the possibility of needing an additional form for when a business changes hands.  McGuire noted facilities could have 2 separate systems regulated by both LHD and EGLE.  Tim will facilitate a meeting between all parties to discuss a possible solution.
c) MDHHS: Molly Cotant: No update to give.  No questions from the membership.  
d) LARA: Laura Remus: Child Care Licensing has changed to a new bureau, child care and AFCs will be split.  The billing has stayed the same.  Lori Smith will handle AFC billing and Lindsey will handle childcare billing.  Unresolved billing issues will remain with Lori Smith. An email with directions on where to submit for billing will be coming out in the next week.  The Bureau of Professional Licensing did an exemption for healthcare that will be expiring next month on December 12, 2021.  This will impact emergency workers, vaccine clinics, and may delay the CDC grant employees coming on board.  
e) MIOSHA – no update
f) LCC: Barb Sebastian: No update.
5. Committee Reports: 
a. Food: The committee met last Friday.  There was an ongoing discussion about accreditation restart.  MDARD is promoting onsite consultation at the beginning of the year along with restarting standardizations and onsite trainings.  The committee will send out a survey with MDARD questions.  They will meet again in December to go over the questions and put together the survey.
b. Drinking Water: 
i. It sounds like funding may be coming our way.  The results of the Type 2 survey were shared.  The meeting with MALPH and the State was very productive.  
ii. There is a meeting tomorrow with MDARD about the Claritis system.  
iii. The response letter to MGWA has been completed and comments have been collected on the draft.  Motion to send the letter to MGWA made by Friday, support Schweighoefer, Motion carried.
c. Onsite: There was no action this month.  A discussion was held on the Nature Conservancy report and the statewide onsite code.  The committee will dig into whether we should be more proactive as opposed to reactive on this topic.
d. Legislative:  The proposed lead laws are all tie barred together and propose to change definitions and add continuing education courses for doctors renewing licenses.  They propose moving interim controls to be considered as abatement.
e. Technology & Training: The committee met regarding the Forum website project and cloud based systems for document storing.  MEHA is utilizing Google Drive.  It is an affordable option.  The committee will inquire with Jodie about our website page on MALPH, and will put together a project summary for the board.
6. External Workgroups w MALEHA Representation:  
a. MI Clear: None
b. MALEHA/MALPH State Code: None
c. Legionella: None 
d. HAB: 	None
e. VI: None
f. Pb/Cu: None 
g. Statewide Lead Program:  None 
h. Body Art: None
i. Radon: None
7. Old Business: None
8. New Business: None
9. Items from Board:  None
10. Items from Members:
a. There is a career fair at U of M in January.  Should MALEHA have a table there to promote employment in Public Health?  Don volunteered to do it.  We will have a joint table with MEHA to promote jobs in public health and student scholarships as well.
b. Scott sent out an email about Reef Kitchens.  Be on the lookout for tractor trailers just sitting on a plot of land somewhere.
11. Future Agenda Items:
12. Next meeting is 12-16-2021.  Motion to Adjourn by Bolang and support by Westover.  Motion carried.
Meeting Adjourned 11:38 AM.
Submitted by Elizabeth Suggitt 12 14 2021 
								Approved
								MALEHA Secretary
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