MALEHA Environmental Health Business Meeting
Minutes from September 16th 2021, 9:30 AM
Teleconference 
Board of Directors:







Daniel Thorell*NE MI DHD Director
Elizabeth Suggitt* LMAS Secretary
Matt Bolang*Livingston Past President
Andrew Cox*Macomb President
Chris Westover*Monroe Treasurer	
Anthony Drautz*Oakland Director
Sarah Simmonds*President Elect

Members:
Randy Rapp* Allegan CHD
Jay VanStee* Barry-Eaton DHD 
Jodi Pessell (associate) Barry-Eaton DHD
Joel Kwiatkowski* Bay CHD
Eric Johnston* Benzie-Leelanau DHD
Brian Murphy (associate) Berrien CHD 	
Shanay Settles (associate) Calhoun CHD
George Friday* Cass-Van Buren DHD
Suzanne Lieurance* Chippewa CHD
Steve King*CMDHD
Ian Nelson* Delta Menominee DHD 
Scott Withington*Detroit HD
Wade Dishaw* Dickinson-Iron DHD
Brent Wheat* Grand Traverse CHD
Tip MacGuire Huron CHD
Ken Bowen* Ionia CHD	 
Vern Johnson*Kalamazoo CHD 
Lucus Pols (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Doug Potter (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Rachel Stiening (associate)Kent CHD
Steve Stoddard* Lapeer CHD
Kasee Johnson*  Lenawee CHD
Cindy Merritt (associate) Lenawee CHD	
Tom Barnes (associate) Macomb CDH
Patrick Jacuzzo* Marquette CHD
Lonnie Smith (associate) Mid-MI DHD
Jim Hentry* Midland CDH
Mark Hansell (associate) Oakland CHD
Claudia Terrell (associate) Oakland CHD
Adeline Hambley* Ottawa CHD	
Chris Klawuhn* Saginaw CHD
Steve Demick* St. Clair CHD
Cassie Elliott* Shiawassee CHD
Tip MacGuire *Tuscola CHD
Kristen Schweighoefer*Washtenaw CHD	
Brandon Morrill (associate) Washtenaw CHD
Tanya Rule*Western UP DHD 
Pam Rutter (adjunct) UofM
	
*denotes voting member








Meeting called to order by Andrew Cox at 9:32 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Bolang, support Westover. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from August 19th 2021 by Friday, support by Bolang, Motion carried.
3. President’s Report:  We continue on in EH and the pandemic, with cases up and surging we are being pulled back into pandemic work.  Due to the recent surge in covid we had to cancel the director’s conference.  The Michigan Premiere Public Health Conference has been canceled as well.  The work continues with the Nature Conservancy and the septic survey.  The Nature Conservancy is working on the report and will pass it along when it is completed.  Some of the responses in the preliminary report were surprising to see.  MALEHA has a good opportunity currently to see what we want to be and where we want to go as an association.  Do we engage more?  There is a MALPH level discussion happening regarding the Type 2 program, EGLE, and how everyone is frustrated with this unsustainable program.  All other agencies are going along with accreditation reviews as being a technical review, we are not sure what that will mean for us.

4. Treasurer’s Report: Motion by V. Johnson, support by Draught to approve the Treasurer’s Report for September 2021.  Motion carried.
5. Committee Reports:  
a) Food: The food committee did not meet this month.  They are keeping an eye on infused products with marijuana, and looking at model enforcement policies to come to MALEHA soon.  The committee is looking for new members. Please sign up if you are interested.
b) Drinking Water: Tim Slawinski, MDARD, is working on a partnership for farms for scale removal in water.  There are conversations with EGLE for the P3 program.
c) Onsite & Land Use: no report
d) Legislative: There have been no movements or new bills.  There are currently 10 bills going through that are geared toward lead protection in kids.  Representative Julie Rogers (Kalamazoo) is the sponsor of these bills.  Vern talked to her about funding mechanisms for low income homeowners and clearance testing.  They are considering putting a surcharge on paint.  Representative Hood also talked about a paint surcharge.  In order to get bipartisan support though the paint surcharge would need to be removed.
e) Technology and Training: no report
6. External Workgroups w MALEHA Representation:  
a. MI Clear: This workgroup is about Lake Erie and algae blooms.  There are currently very large algae blooms occurring right now.  The new assistant director for MDARD has been tasked with dealing with runoff.
b. MALEHA/MALPH State Code: There are no paths to move forward right now.  There is the Nature Conservancy work, but we have not received a final report yet.  A suggestion was made to discuss this further when we talk about the future of MALEHA further down in the agenda.
c. Legionella: None 
d. HAB: 	There is a lot of sampling happening right now.  Tanya asked for information on HABs on surface water that is used for drinking water.  There have been some blooms on Isle Royale, where individuals drink surface water they have filtered themselves.  MDHHS and EGLE have not had much advice to share in regards to this situation.  Chris Westover suggested checking with OHIO EPA for any information they might have from the Toledo incident.  Sara suggested checking with Minnesota Boundary Waters.
e. VI: None
f. Pb/Cu: No activity
g. Statewide Lead Program:  Sara recommended tabling this committee
h. Body Art: None
i. Radon: None, waiting on updates to building codes.
7. MALEHA Election Results: There was a 60% response rate for the voting.  We would like to see better response rate in the future. 
a. President Elect: Tony Draught
b. Secretary: Elizabeth Suggitt
c. Treasurer: Chris Westover
d. Director: Tanya Rule
e. Director: Steve King
8. MALEHA Awards: 
a. Distinguished Service Award
i. Liz Braddock
ii. Scott Kendzierski
b. Past President 
i. Andrew Cox
9. Items from Board:  MALEHA recognition – the board thought the membership deserved recognition for the past 18 months of service during the pandemic.  In honor of this, the board decided to purchase engraved yetis for the membership.  We will need to wait until an in-person meeting to distribute them due to the cost of shipping.  A sample of the yeti was showed to the membership via video conference.  
10. Items from Members: 
a. Tip is now the Health Officer/EH Director for Huron County.  Jerry White is the new EH Director for Tuscola County.
b. Randy has been having difficulty getting MDHHS to make payments for the EH inspections on licensed childcares, foster cares, and AFCs.  Various members voiced it has been difficult for years.  Vern sent them a letter of an outstanding vendor and put them on a pay to play basis.  Several LHDs are having this problem.
11. Future of MALEHA Discussion:
a. Participation within the membership is a concern.  We have not been able to participate in the same way as we have in the past due to the pandemic for various reasons.  MALEHA offers a great networking opportunity and an advocacy opportunity for the local areas.  There is a need for our conversations to be balanced and to get more rural participation.  It is important that we hear all sides of the conversations from all of our members.  
b. We need to watch the rapid expansion of EH’s programs across the state agencies.  We are currently seeing expansion of our work in programs we don’t get funding for (i.e. legionella, PFAS, lead, etc).  There is a push from Lansing to do more with less funding.  We would like to have a collective voice for State contract negotiations.
c. We would like to have more collaboration with our State partners.
d. There is a need to work with the schools to recruit for our profession.
e. Develop a mentorship program for new directors.
12. Passing of the gavel to Sara Simmons
13. Next meeting:
a. The next MALEHA Forum meeting is 10-21-2021 at 9:30 AM.  
Motion to Adjourn by Bolang and support by Schweighoefer.  Motion carried.
Meeting Adjourned 11:31 AM.
Submitted by Elizabeth Suggitt 11 16 2021 
								Approved
								MALEHA Secretary
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