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Meeting called to order by Andrew Cox at 9:31 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Bolang, support Westover. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from July 15th 2021 by V. Johnson, support by Thorell, Motion carried.
3. Guest Speakers
a. MiTracking Supplement Funding Proposal: Aaron Ferguson MDHHS & Jill Maras MDHHS. The funding proposal is to fund 4 LHDs to pilot an approach to data modernization.  Up to $50,000 will be available to each partner to evaluate data gaps, needs in data management, and IT needs.  The project start date is November 1, 2021 and is a one year project.  The application/proposal sheets are due Friday, August 27, 2021.  Detailed work plans will be developed during October with the LHDs selected to receive funding.  Contact Aaron Ferguson or Jill Maras at MDHHS with any questions.
b. The Nature Conservancy LHD Septic Survey Update: Jon Beard (PSC) and Rich Bowmen Nature Conservancy.  LHD septic survey preliminary results were shared with the group through a power point presentation.  The survey had a 95% response rate from the LHDs.  

4. Officer & Affiliate Reports
a) President’s Report: Placed on file and provided in an email to the Forum.  Bridge Magazine featured a story on August 11, 2021 about the need for septic system funding for homeowners and had some quotes from Norm Hess and Andrew Cox.  One of the most important things to continue having a strong MALEHA to move local Environmental Health forward and advocate for ourselves is participation in our association.  The following Board positions are in need of nominations: President Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Board of Director (x2).  Discussions will be held during our Forum meeting today regarding the MALEHA Director’s Conference in September at the RAM center and what is in the best interest of MALEHA membership.  MPHI will continue to be on pause for State Accreditation. This pause includes:
a. Onsite reviews are paused and will be rescheduled at a later date in cooperation with local health departments and programs within Accreditation with the State;
b. An extension to the Corrective Plan of Action (CPA) process for those health departments who are still in the process of implementing CPAs in response to their On-site reviews;
c. Suspension of Minimum Program Requirements (MPRs) during the Covid-19 response; and
d. Suspension of the Standards Review Committee process.
b) Treasurer’s Report:  Motion by Bolang, support by Simmonds to approve the Treasure’s Report for August 2021. Motion carried.
c) MALPH Report: There was no update from Norm Hess.  Andrew Cox reported the decision on whether to continue to hold the 2021 Michigan Premier Public Health Conference will be made after a weeks of school are in the books to see where we are at in regards to covid-19.  MALPH is keeping an eye on the current conditions.
d) MEHA Report: No update from Tanya
5. State Department Reports:  
a) EGLE:  Submitted via email by Dana DeBruyn: 
i. New Underground Storage Tanks: Recently a number of requests have been coming to EGLE DWEHD and to LHDS from DLARA, consulting firms, or Owners/operators requesting a “variance” or “exception” to the UST rules*. The variance requests are to allow permitting new Underground Storage Tanks at gas stations (both new construction and replacement tanks) within the required minimum isolation distance to existing water wells both on and off site. 

EGLE has confirmed it is not within our authorities to grant variance/deviation requests to reduce the isolation distance** from existing water wells*** to approve the permitting of new UST. I spoke with the MALEHA Groundwater committee briefly this month, as this information is also applicable to LHDs working under Part 127 of Act 368 and Act 399. 

Certainly, we all are aware that this confirmation doesn’t make the business need for isolation reductions disappear. I anticipate our EGLE team will be working with LARA on determining next steps. I am aware that LHDs are interested in participating in any workgroup. 

* Discussions with LARA indicated that there was the following rule change in the MUSTR (effective 11/14/18). R 29.2109 - Rule 9. Performance standards for new USTs systems. Section 280.20(d)(1) Except at an active UST system location installed on or before January 3, 1991, a person shall not install an UST system unless the UST system is more than the following distances from the following items: (ii) section 1001 of 1976 PA 399 and rules promulgated under 1976 PA 399. 

**Isolation distance: 
Type I and Type IIa: 2000’ 
Type IIb and Type III: 800’ 
Residential: 300’ 

***Rule 325.1613 Deviation from minimum standards Rule 113 Michigan Water Well Construction and Pump Installation Code: (b) The provisions of R 325.1622 may be deviated from as follows: (i) A well may be located closer than the specified minimum distance to a potential or known source of contamination if the dimensions of the property on which the well is to be located do not permit compliance with the specified minimum distances and if any of the following conditions exist: (A) Hydrogeologic data indicate that the direction of groundwater flow at the contamination source is away from the well. (B) The depth of the well and depth of grouting of the casing that is specified by a health officer as a condition of the deviation will provide equivalent protection of groundwater quality and the public health. (C) The well is being constructed to replace an existing water supply well that is located on a site where a habitable structure exists. 

Rule 113 does not consider engineering controls at the potential source of contamination as a reason for granting a deviation in reducing the isolation distance when locating a well. 
ii. WaterTrack Security: Due to identified security concerns, the Watertrack Application is turned on M-F 7-5, for end users to continue to work while maintaining the network security the best we can. 

Thank you to those LHDs who have been able to provide IP addresses. This is intended to allow DTMB to open the app up full time to those with recorded connections, including all SOM internal devices. Once DTMB has the IP addresses, the goal is to be able to provide 24/7 access to these verified users. 

While we wait for the USEPA to decide on and develop a replacement to its current aging drinking water application, SDWIS-State, we are looking for ways the Noncommunity Water Supply Program might make use of other solutions to provide user-friendly and efficient means to perform this important regulatory work. 
iii. MiEHDWIS: DWEHD Staff continue to work with the vendor to develop more MiEHDWIS functionality for EH Programs. Two meetings were recently held with LHD subject matter experts to discuss inspections and existing systems used by LHDs. Thank you to all that participated. If you would like to participate in future meetings, email EGLE-MiEHDWIS@michigan.gov. 
iv. MI Clean Water Plan: Failing Septic System Elimination Program: DWEHD staff have no information on this program. WRD and our Financial division continues to take the lead. 
v. Campgrounds and Pools: Staff are busy with multiple inquiries and internal MiEHDIWS work so please be patient as we navigate this. 
vi. Staffing: Sara Pearson started as the Source Water Unit supervisor position in the Environmental Health Section. Sara has a wide range of experiences to bring to the Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division. Her contact information is PearsonS@Michigan.Gov 517-420- 3219 

Ken Mroczkowski started in July as a Septage Program Environmental Quality Analyst. He is filling Ebi Burutolu position opened due to retirement. Ken backgrounds includes EGLE Water Resources Division, where he has been since 2005 working in the NPDES, Industrial Storm Water, Construction Storm Water, and Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Programs over the years. 

A new Onsite Wastewater EQA will be starting in September, backfilling a vacancy from when Dave Cotton accepted an Engineering position in the Onsite Wastewater Management Program. 

A new EQA enforcement position have been posted open until 9/1/2021-State of Michigan Job Openings | LIVE. WORK. PLAY. (governmentjobs.com) This position will serve as an entry-level enforcement case manager in the Environmental Health Section (EHS). With the assistance and consultation of the Enforcement Specialist, this position coordinates escalated enforcement actions triggered by referrals from program and district staff unable to achieve compliance with statutes and rules in the following programs: Noncommunity Water Supplies; Certified Operators; Septage Waste Haulers; Campgrounds and Swimming Pools, Water Well Construction.
b) MDARD: Sean Dunleavy: Reminder to complete the Outbreak Ready survey that came from Jodie Shaver.  The Conference on Food Protection is being held virtually this week.  They are currently deliberating on proposed changes to the FDA Food Code.  Michigan brought some issues to the conference this year through the Great Lakes Conference on Food Protection.  Sean will ask for time in the future to discuss any changes coming out of the CFP this week.
c) MDHHS: Molly Cotant: No update to give.  No questions from the membership.  
d) LARA: Laura Remus: The Child Care Licensing Bureau has updated covid guidance coming soon, it is in the final approval stages.  Kristen S. will be keeping an eye out for when it is released.   
e) MIOSHA – no update
f) LCC: Barb Sebastian: Inspectors are working in the field currently.  Licensees were given an extension to renew their licenses.  LCC is currently checking on the renewal status of those they have not yet heard from.
6. Committee Reports: 
a. Food: Committee meets every 2nd Friday of each month.  Current discussion and concerns about restarting accreditation.  There was a question regarding school lunches and guidance on covid-19.  There is no guidance aside from what is available from the CDC on the horizon.
b. Drinking Water: EGLE would like to restart annual evaluations of the private-type3 program.  They propose looking at the reviews as a technical assistance evaluation model for the FY2022 and would not look at old permits.  There was a group discussion regarding the private-type 3 evaluations.  The Parjana permit has not been approved at this point.  EGLE is looking for our comments. 
c. Onsite: None
d. Legislative:  None
e. Technology & Training: Nothing outside of the conference. 
7. External Workgroups w MALEHA Representation:  
a. MI Clear: None
b. MALEHA/MALPH State Code: None
c. Legionella: None 
d. HAB: 	None
e. VI: None
f. Pb/Cu: None 
g. Statewide Lead Program:  None 
h. Body Art: None
i. Radon: None
8. Old Business: None
9. New Business: MALEHA has been asked to weigh in on House Bill proposals for Filter First.  There is money attached to the program to upgrade drinking fountains in all schools to have filters in them for lead and copper removal.  Discussion within the group raised several questions about the proposal.  Andrew will look into getting answers to those questions.
10. Items from Board:  Directors Conference at the RAM Center.  There are currently 25 registered to attend, which is about half of normal attendance.  There is concern about speakers pulling out.  After discussion of the current covid-19 situation and what may come with the opening of schools in a few weeks, the decision was made to cancel the 2021 Directors Conference.
11. Items from Members: None
12. Future Agenda Items:
13. Next meeting is 09-16-2021.  Motion to Adjourn by Bolang and support by Schweighoefer.  Motion carried.
Meeting Adjourned 12:00 PM.
Submitted by Elizabeth Suggitt 09 02 2021 
								Approved
								MALEHA Secretary
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