


MALEHA Environmental Health Forum
Minutes from July 21st 2022, 9:30 AM
Teleconference 
Board of Directors:
Sara Simmonds* Kent CHD President
Steve King* CMDHD Director
Kevin Green* Calhoun CHD Director
Anthony Drautz* Oakland CHD President Elect
Andrew Cox* Macomb CHD Past President
Steve Stoddard* Lapeer CHD Director
Chris Westover* Monroe CHD Treasurer

Members:
Rebecca Long (associate) Allegan CHD
Jay Vanstee* Barry-Eaton DHD
Jodi Pessell (associate) Barry-Eaton DHD
Joel Kwiatkowski* Bay CHD
Nick Margaritis* Berrien CHD
Shanay Settles (associate) Calhoun CHD
George Friday* Cass-Van Buren DHD
Suzanne Lieurance* Chippewa CHD
Scott Withington*Detroit HD
Cori Upper* DHD#2
Kevin Prevost* DHD#4
Wade Dishaw* Dickinson-Iron DHD
Bill Hough* Genessee CHD
Brent Wheat* Grand Traverse CHD
Tip MacGuire* Huron CHD
Rod MCNeill* Ingham CHD
Chad Shaw* Ionia CHD
Don Hayduk* Jackson CHD
Lucos Pols* Kalamazoo CHD
Samantha VanDuinen (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Rachel Steining (associate) Kent CHD
Brendan Earl (associate) Kent CHD
Russell Flewelling (associate) Kent CHD
Kasee Johnson* Lenawee CHD
Matt Bolang* Livingston CHD
Amy Aumock (associate) Livingston CHD
Tom Barnes* Macomb CHD
Patrick Jacuzzo* Marquette CHD
Lonnie Smith* Mid-MI DHD
Jim Henry* Midland CHD
Michael Eslick* Muskegon CHD
Jeremy Fruk* NW MI DHD
Claudia Terrell (associate) Oakland CHD
Laura Riddell (associate) Oakland CHD
Adeline Hambley* Ottawa CHD	
Chris Klawuhn* Saginaw CHD
Steve Demick* St. Clair CHD
Jerry White* Tuscola CHD
Kristen Schweighoefer* Washtenaw CHD
Theresa Brestovansky* Wayne CHD	
Dave Peters (adjunct) U of M

	
*denotes voting member
Non-member Guests	
Vern Johnson MDHHS
Kathryn Wilton MDHHS
Seth Eckel MDHHS
Dana DeBruyn MDEGLE
Jeremy Hoey MDEGLE
Ian Smith MDEGLE
Sara Pearson MDEGLE
Shane Green MDARD
Jeff Kost Genessee County

Meeting called to order by Sara Simmonds at 9:30 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Friday, Support by Drautz. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from June 16th, 2022, with amendment by Green, Support by MacGuire.  Motion carried. 
3. Guest Speakers
a) Body Art Program 
a. Seth Eckel, Communicable Disease Division Manager - MDHHS :
i. Mike Cusob has retired during 2021 – Katherine Wilton has now taken on his role lead in body art.
ii. Where were we pre-pandemic – state law for the body art licensure program and how it is defined, it is very skimpy, and leads a lot to interpretation – many years ago we thought to easily address this is officially promulgating some administrative roles in MDHHS, that started off a pretty long process in getting a work group involved that included inspectors, artist and officially run by MDHHS of legal affairs. This process was written up but never finalized due to the pandemic so this was put on the back burner. They have shifted back to this to push this through to get these rules to legal and get this finalized. The final draft that we came up with is still there, it just hasn’t been pushed through, but we can still make edits and revisit it. Our plan was to when we can get the final back from legal to re-kick start that work group to send invites out to those that were involved before, we may have loss some from before. Revisiting what we did a few years ago and seeing if there are any changes that we did make and edits if needed, so that we can push this through and have these rules promulgated to work from that we haven’t had these past 10+ years.  So we really want Mily Han’s involvement in this, be able to review what has been done so that we can to be able to have a seat at the table for this. 
iii. Appreciative of everyone’s patients while launching on the new software with MPHI. Looking forward to the features that this new program has. They are doing their best to work through all of the kinks. 
b. Kathryn Wilton MDHHS
i. Update – new software for the body art program – has been built from scratch with MPHI. This was launched May 19th. It has had a few bumps that are being worked out. Hopefully these will all be worked out by renewal for the general public and inspectors. They will have more info at their fingertips. Hoping to connect our inspectors and work group together more often. Mostly focusing on the software and looking forward to renewal. Just received the new fee schedule yesterday. If you have any questions, please email bodyart@michigan.gov.  Looking forward to the working with the rule set and everything going forward.
ii. She was involved in the rules set before. Mike was the lead but she was at the meetings and helped taking the notes. She was involved in this process.
c. Questions:
i. Tony Drautz – There was a time limit that they had to promulgate rules and get them submitted. Question – How is this going to get initiated? Are you going to have the same folks not just local public health – Red Cross, EGLE dealing with the sharps issue. Is this going to be state worker group and are you going to have invites out to industry -local health
1. Seth Eckel- answer to “ How is this going to get initiated? “– we have been working with our office of legal affairs who is the head of the process and are the ones that oversee this. We have only had one meeting so far on how we are going to kick start this process. They have not expressed any concerns for the time line. They don’t have a timeline for getting the group back together. Who is going to be involved? – they are going to go back to their original list that were involved at that time. 
2. Kathryn Wilton – there are members that are no longer able to be in the group. Sara has provided us with a couple of people and they will be reaching out to them. The current stake holders will be part of this group and will reach out to others to invite them to be involved in this group.
3. Sara Simmonds – suggests that given that they have the region of the state with a highest number of body art facilities is probably southeast Michigan. Hoping to get more of a broader representation of the state on the work group, as they might bring a different perspective with other issues that they may have in the more rural areas. 
4. Seth Eckel – Once the list comes back, if they see gaps in the list then they feel that they can reach out to others to help fill this gap
5. Sara Simmonds - concern for reinventing the wheel and not having to start all over again
6. Kathryn Wilton – planning to start back where they left off pre-COVID
7. Seth Eckel – would like start where they left off 
4. Officer & Affiliate Reports
a) President’s Report:  
a. Reminder – need to start nominations for awards
b. Open positions on the board for election – secretary, treasurer and president elect – send your nominations to Sara Simmonds so she can make sure that you are on the ballot. The election happens at the board conference. 
c. Take aways 
i. MEHA conference was attended 
ii. Transitioning into new spaces that we haven’t been in before with global warming and environmental health. We can help with this to drive change on the prevention end. We can do this collectively together. 
iii. Non-Community water supply group is continuing to meet and are in the process of creating a document. More to come on that
iv. Hedgerow - how do we better use this system to share data and not reinvent the wheel to get the sponsorship for our social hour - may need to get a room for this
v. Dana asked for written reports for EGLE to read in advance before the meeting so that this can be discussed at the meeting – agreement made to do this going forward
b) Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report has been filed with the Secretary and shared with the membership.  
c) MALPH Report: No report/update.  Sara will be asking Norm to provide written reports moving forward.
d) MEHA Report: Tanya Rule
a. No update.
5. State Department Reports:  
a) EGLE:  
a. Sara Pearson
i. Senate Bill 991 – allow for replacement upgrades UST systems that are within the isolation distances to proceed that puts it to LARA to make sure that the tank upgrades are appropriate not need for a deviation or response from EGLE. Has been signed by the governor and that is now Public Act 160.
ii. Brand new stations and the concern over the isolation distances of existing wells has not been resolved. EGLE management and LARA are working together. Deviations should not be given for the placement of new UST systems for existing wells. More to come with this
iii. Training opportunities – 
a. shoptalk days have been scheduled in multiple locations. Available for a couple hours in the morning. Drillers will be there to show how things work and be available to ask questions
b. Tuesday morning 9am 30 minute chat with EGLE talks are available on different topics
iv. A memo was sent that you should have been received on Portland cement– request for rule making has been sent and are waiting for approval for language change.  There has been a change in their manufacturing process to improve the carbon footprint. Type 1A that is in the well code and have found an alternative Type 1L (has higher composition of limestone). Requesting that well drillers can document that they have used the Type 1L in their well logs if they can’t find Type 1A. Refer to the memo that was sent out.
a. Updated policy and procedure on approved equipment specifically on buried tanks, sent out a note to the drillers and this should have also been received
v. What to do with the 5 million dollars for residential well sample – no clear direction has been given for this at this time.
vi. Question received 
a. Our field work is too busy to accommodate weekly meetings during the summer. Might be better in the winter months? 
i. Answer – yes, this will be available in the winter months
b. Will you be updating the approved components list?
i. Answer - Yes, this is available on the website right now
c. Related to water sampling – in the sustainability of the funding -is there a sunset on the funding?
i. Answer – Brian Thurston – the funding is a one-time funding that is in there. We may be able to incumbent into a project that could extend that period. 
d. Why these are not going into the long-term monitor contracts?
i. Answer – Brian Thurston – we are still trying to get the boundaries on this funding
b. Ian Smith
i. Harmful algal bloom has kicked off in full now. Started the program last week and will end in September. They have found some detections in well waters in this past week. No findings in finished water. They are keeping an eye on the levels and no actions have been needed at this time. Will continue to monitor these levels
ii. Continuing surface water monitoring for PFAS – this month no updates – lab is running behind due to malware issues, hopefully he will have an updated report for next time.
iii. Regarding compliance monitoring efforts, an issue arose in 1 case recently – surrogate recovery related to the analytical method that is used for compliance monitoring for PFAS – in the process with working with the labs on this issue. They have sanctioned a bit of an exploratory study as to go around this issue, so not to put any extra on those that have to do regular monitoring for compliance but who are struggling to get samples without a surrogate recovery issue. Hopes to have an update at next meeting
iv. Questions/concerns/comments:
a. Concern received – for MDHHS and EGLE to be on the same page with sampling surface waters
i. Answer Ian Smith – this is a separate program than what he was speaking of previously. Asked if it would be helpful to set up a meeting to talk about the results?
ii. Answer Brian Thurston – will take this concern on to the other group, as what Ian was speaking about was drinking water sampling
b. Comment – Scott Withington – “We have had a couple petroleum leaks with VI and while I see better communication between EGLE and MDHHS (especially the toxicologists) there is still room for improvement.”
c. Has there been any update on the residential septic system testing for PFAS?
i. Answer Ian Smith – there is a draft for a proposed study. It has not been moved forward at this point.
ii. Request for us to look it over and get a better understanding as to what it is about received. 
d. Will there be a need for a statewide PFAS sanitarian code
i. Answer Jeremy Hoeh – “you never know” 
c. Jeremy Hoey
i. We have been talking with MDHHS and MPHI about the accreditation restart for onsite wastewater. Also been having some internal discussions on the 35 million dollars for the failing septic system elimination program. This brings attention to some of the failed system data reporting that is currently apart of the onsite wastewater accreditation program accreditation reviews and in the contract agreement with MDHHS. Still do not know what this is going to look like because of the intense file review. They have some meetings with MDHHS and MPHI coming up to discuss this. 
ii. Working on updates to the website regarding to having swim up bars in swimming pools. 
a. A FAQ has been created and will be posted
b. Working on rules for this
iii. Working on campground inspections – seeing a lot of unlicensed new constructions and unlicensed set ups. Working with local partners and new enforcement analysts to get letters out and develop a plan for correction
iv. Questions
a.  How the swim up bars idea got started?
i. Answer Jeremy Hoeh – had a resort reach out and request this
b. Who is the enforcing agency for existing pools that are bringing liquor into the pool without adequate flow?
i. Answer Jeremy Hoeh – current rules and law they can bring food and drink into the pool enclosure. The venue still needs to follow liquor rules and laws. He will bring it back to the group. 
d. Dana DeBryun
i. stated “If we run it through the long-term monitoring, we will want to see an increase in LHD reimbursement per sampling event”	
ii. This was addressed previously. Will want to look into the reimbursement funding  
iii. Concerns brought up the length of lab prep and the capacity
iv. Working on getting some trainings together specific to non-community and IT modernization.
v. Brain Thurston introduced as the new Assistant Division Director for Drinking Water and Environmental Health – Brian gave his background work history. He is in the Cadillac location

b) MDARD: 
a.  Shane Green 
i. Back fill position for Becky Vought on local emergency response team has been posted -closing Sunday – location for this positiion is still to be determined – specialty with be plan review, STFU, mobiles, temporaries
c) MDHHS: 
a. Vern Johnson
i. Working with Don on the speakers for the director’s conference hoping to have this by next week
ii. Kory will be out of town for the director’s conference
iii. Kory presenting hopefully in October to show his Org chart and the big picture MDHHS EH on what they are going to and how to they can be a resource to everyone
iv. Update on ED9 – work continues – meeting on July 12th next meeting resources workgroup on August 1 – they are working on drafting the proposal – it is detailed and outlines history of local public ground water and portal water protection activities and funding deficiencies that are there. Really outlining the activities that go beyond and funding that are needed to fulfilling project ED9 objectives. The document will come back to MALEHA and has MALEHA has representation on that work group
a. Sara Simmonds asked – how promising to getting the proposal through?
i. Vern Johnson – 90 million dollars annually is needed to fund project ED9. He is feeling very positive. Legislature bodies need to look at this
b. Sara Simmonds asked – does the request anticipate future responses or is the funding just for what we know now. Is there any surge funding built into the model? 
i. Vern Johnson – idea is to have a portal water response team within every local health department. There is still a lot of flexibility built in – so county specific can use funds as needed. Additional funding may be needed that are not covered under. All emergencies start locally and then you start to pull resources.  This is what Region support teams are all about 
c. Don Hayduk – not every health department is going to have a certain level of expertise for this, nor is it expected –the goal is to set up region and local response teams. This is a multi-layer approach
d) LARA: No update.
e) MIOSHA: No update.
f) MLCC: No update.
6. Committee Reports: 
a. Food: Claudia Terrell
i. Food law trainings coming up will send out dates on the web-serve
ii. Discussion on service dogs on public right aways – allows service dogs in restaurants. New information will be coming out
iii. Self-service beer and wine has been approved
b. Drinking Water:  no update  
c. Onsite: Met with EGLE to discuss contract issues.  Will be sending out a draft.
d. Legislative: no updates.  There was a question on the radon legistalure status.  Matt responded it is just a proposal from EGLE to amend the building codes to adapt the building code.  They have submitted their proposal.   
e. Technology & Training: 
i. On version 3 of the agenda working on the topics
1. Updates on ED9
2. MDHHS
3. And other topics
4. Will have more details next Friday – agenda will be sent as a draft by close of business tomorrow
ii. Working on certification training requirements
iii. Email him if any questions
7. External MALEHA Efforts:
a. MALPH NCWS Workgroup – no update
b. HABs – no update
c. MDHHS/ MALPH/ MALEHA ED 9 Workgroup – no update to report. 
8. Items from Board: 
a.  Kristen Scheighoefer -received a survey and website that she can forward on to others, this may be something the food team might be interested in.
9. Items from Members: None
10. Next meeting is 8-18-22.  Motion to adjourn the meeting by Bolang, Support by Westover.  Motion carried. 
Meeting Adjourned.
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