


MALEHA Environmental Health Forum
Minutes from June 16th 2022, 9:30 AM
Teleconference 
Board of Directors:
Elizabeth Suggitt* LMAS Secretary
Sara Simmonds* Kent CHD President
Steve King* CMDHD Director
Kevin Green* Calhoun CHD Director
Anthony Drautz* Oakland CHD President Elect
Tanya Rule* WUPHD Director
Steve Stoddard* Lapeer CHD Director
Chris Westover* Monroe CHD Treasurer

Members:
Rebecca Long (associate) Allegan CHD
Joel Kwiatkowski* Bay CHD
Nick Margaritis* Berrien CHD
Brian Murphy (associate) Berrien CHD
Shanay Settles (associate) Calhoun CHD
George Friday* Cass-Van Buren DHD
Scott Withington*Detroit HD
Kevin Prevost* DHD#4
Michael Kramer* DHD #10
Wade Dishaw* Dickinson-Iron DHD
Tina Moore (associate) Genesee CHD
Bill Hough* Genessee CHD
Brent Wheat* Grand Traverse CHD
Samantha VanDuinen (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Kasee Johnson* Lenawee CHD
Cindy Merritt (associate) Lenawee CHD
Amy Aumock (associate) Livingston CHD
Tom Barnes* Macomb CHD
Patrick Jacuzzo* Marquette CHD
Lonnie Smith* Mid-MI DHD
Bryan Fowler (associate) Mid-MI DHD
Mark Hansell (associate) Oakland CHD
Claudia Terrell (associate) Oakland CHD
Laura Riddell (associate) Oakland CHD
Adeline Hambley* Ottawa CHD	
Chris Klawuhn* Saginaw CHD
Theresa Brestovansky* Wayne CHD	
Tanya Rule*Western UP DHD 

	
*denotes voting member
Non-member Guests	
Vern Johnson MDHHS
Eva Kool MDHHS
Dan Bator MDHHS
Jacob Carrick MDHHS
Stephanie White MDHHS
Julia Field MDHHS
Dana DeBruyn MDEGLE
Jeremy Hoey MDEGLE
Kayla Swope MLCC

Meeting called to order by Sara Simmonds at 9:31 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Friday, Support by Withington. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from May 19th, 2022, by Friday, Support by Klawuhn.  Motion carried. 
3. Guest Speakers
a) PFOMS Project – Dan Bator, Community Engagement Coordinator - MDHHS : 
a. AFFF presentation on project, which was launched in 2021.  They have been working with fire chiefs across the state and their exposure to PFAS compounds through use of their equipment and AFFF.  This is one of the first projects in the nation looking at these exposures.  Eva Kool (Epidemiologist) presented slide show on the statewide biomonitoring project that launched in April 2021.  The goals are to determine blood concentrations of PFAS in Michigan’s firefighters.  This will help to inform decisions to minimize firefighter’s risks.  PFAS are found in clothing, food packaging, and bio accumulate in the blood and organs in humans and animals.  This project is looking at firefighters due to their unique occupational exposure (their equipment clothing/gear, AFFF foam, and drinking water). Participants in the project are all adult firefighters from all airport firefighters, Detroit fire department, and randomly selected municipal fire departments.  Information collected includes a survey about firefighting foam usage and storage, drinking water samples to test for PFAS, information about water supply, blood samples that will test for PFAS, and an online survey about job duties and behaviors that relate to PFAS exposure.  Data collection will continue through 2022, and water sample results will be shared with participating departments.  Question was asked if MIOSHA is involved in the project.  They are not involved directly with the project.  It was asked how they were able to get engagement for participation (what tools did they use)?  This was done by working within the departments and having one point of contact within the department.  They had kick-off sessions and lots of one on one communications, and availability sessions (similar to townhalls).  
b) Flood Safety & Health – Julia Field, Program Manager - Michigan Climate and Health Adaptation Program (MICHAP)	
a. Stephanie White presented the slide show.  They are looking forward to our comments and recommendations on the MICHAP: Flooding Fact Sheet series on before, during, and after floods about how to stay safe.  Background was provided on the flow of the documents.  These documents are broadly directed for now. Each document utilizes the house picture and picks a few key items to focus on to keep people safe.  Each page also has resource information provided.  Would also like to send out an insert with each one to provide specific information to the individual communities.  This is currently a word document, looking for feedback on if this is the best kind of formatting. Whites35@michigan.gov for comments by June 23rd.
	
4. Officer & Affiliate Reports
a) President’s Report:  
a. NCWS - we have met 4 times now. In the last meeting we found a clear direction.  We will develop what is the best short term strategy we can get, and what is the long term strategy.  We need to push in two areas.  
b. Sara met with MALPH, MDHHS, LPHS, Kory G., and Dr. Sara Lyon-Callow on how we build communication and who are our points of contact with the new expanded EH division at MDHHS. We expect a stand-alone meeting to come soon.  
c. There are some things happening with accreditation and when it will be starting back up and what it will focus on.  There is a short notice meeting with MDHHS on what decisions have been made this Tuesday from 3-4.
b) Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report has been filed with the Secretary and shared with the membership.  The contract for the director’s conference at the RAM center for Sept. 14-16 2022 has been signed.
c) MALPH Report: No report/update.  Sara has been in touch with Norm on some universal blood lead testing.  The Governor did sign the swim up bars into law.
d) MEHA Report: Tanya Rule
a. Had annual planning session 2 weeks ago. No information to report at this time.
5. State Department Reports:  
a) EGLE:  See attached written report submitted by Dana DeBruyn.  Dana wanted to add an update to the written report, Dana had reported EGLE had run into a hiccup with their workload assessment (Cadmus was not going to submit a proposal).  Eric Oswald worked with them to get them on board and they will be doing the work.  Dana had shared a report from Cadmus on the work they did with the State of Maryland.  It gives some good benchmarking for workloads.  
b) MDARD: 
a.  Becky Vought 
i. MDARD Sample Team Exercises are occurring around the state April-Sept. All 45 health departments will be invited to a sampling event near them, a few departments have already been involved in a sampling exercise. One additional event is being considered for September in Lansing, this will be a make-up event for anyone unable to attend a different location.
ii.  Food Safety and Education Grants announcement went out to MALEHA and MALPH, proposals are due back July 20th. MDARD - MI Dept. of Agriculture & Rural Development Seeks Proposals for Food Safety Education and Training Grants (michigan.gov)
iii. Virtual Food Code/Food Law for Sept 2022 announcement went out on the MALPH and MALEHA. Additional virtual and in-person trainings are being planned for 2023.
iv. Roundtable LHD/LHSER consultations are in initial planning stages. The focus on these specific roundtables will be FBI response, Accreditation, and other training needs of local health. We would like to have Health Officers, Directors from EH and PH/CD, Epi staff and any additional LHD staff involvement along with MDARD Emergency Response personnel (Lauren Edwards/Lisa Hainstock), MDARD LHS Consultant, and possibly MDARD regional staff present for discussion items. These can be half day or full day, depending on the needs of the individual department, and staff can rotate in and out based on agenda items. We anticipate sending out a survey in July to plan for what health departments are interested and the best month/year to hold these. This could take more than a year to accommodate the needs of each individual department, but we anticipate getting to all those that would like our assistance and collaboration as quickly as feasible. As always, the MDARD LHSER consultants are available for specific needs as requested.
v. Thank you to all Health Departments that have assisted in some of our most recent Emergency Response, particularly Lucky Charms and JIF. A survey will be coming via MALPH and MALEHA in the next week or two regarding the Lucky Charm response. 
vi. We appreciate the efforts of our local health partners, thank you for your dedication.
c) [bookmark: _GoBack]MDHHS: No report submitted. Vern provided an oral report.  Last Monday they held the latest ED9 workgroup.  They are trying to focus on the resources locally that would be needed to carry out the tasks of ED-9.  They are proposing for there to be an annual budget.  The next meeting is on July 12th.  The timeline is short and is due the end of July, first part of August.  Offices are closed on Monday for observation of Juneteenth.
d) LARA: No update.
e) MIOSHA: No update.
f) MLCC: No update.
6. Committee Reports: 
a. Food: No updates at this time.
b. Drinking Water:  Meeting with state groundwater group this afternoon.  There is so much going on with drinking water right now.  Everyone is working in their silos and not working with each other.  This is a concern.  Kory’s group continues to expand, and we don’t know who these people are.  
c. Onsite: Have a meeting scheduled for June 29th to talk about the contract language.
d. Legislative: Governor signed the pool law.  Good to suggest a joint session with MLCC and EGLE to discuss.  Universal blood lead testing is moving through pretty quickly.  Good for public health but we worry about the capacity of LPH to respond.   
e. Technology & Training: No updates.  Still working on project for digital storage.
7. External MALEHA Efforts:
a. MALPH NCWS Workgroup – covered in President’s report and EGLE’s report.  Continue to talk with the ED9 workgroup.  We need to get something on paper.
b. HABs – Nothing on the call to report.  It was more of an update call.  Request to remove from the agenda, items will be brought up when something changes.
c. MDHHS/ MALPH/ MALEHA ED 9 Workgroup – no update to report. 
8. Items from Board: 
a. Please start to think about the awards as we need to get those going.  
b. Sara asked for one of the northern locations for our next meeting to offer up some space.  We will also ask Don to get a zoom account for MALEHA for the virtual/hybrid options.  
9. Items from Members: None
10. Next meeting is 7-21-22.  Motion to adjourn the meeting by Westover, Support by Hambley.  Motion carried. 
Meeting Adjourned 10:42 AM.
Submitted by Elizabeth Suggitt 07 15 22 
								Approved
								MALEHA Secretary
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