


MALEHA Environmental Health Forum
Minutes from May 19th  2022, 9:30 AM
Teleconference 
Board of Directors:
Elizabeth Suggitt* LMAS Secretary
Sara Simmonds* Kent CHD President
Steve King* CMDHD Director
Kevin Green* Calhoun CHD Director
Dan Thorell* HDNW Director
Anthony Drautz* Oakland CHD President Elect
Tanya Rule* WUPHD Director
Steve Stoddard* Lapeer CHD Director
Chris Westover* Monroe CHD Treasurer

Members:
Randy Rapp* Allegan CHD
Jay VanStee* Barry-Eaton DHD
Joel Kwiatkowski* Bay CHD
Eric Johnston* Benzie-Leelanau DHD
Nick Margaritis* Berrien CHD
Paul Andriacchi* Br.-Hillsdale-St. Joe CHA
Joe Frazier (associate) Br.-Hillsdale-St. Joe CHA
Shanay Settles (associate) Calhoun CHD
Suzanne Lieurance* Chippewa CHD
Jason Travis (associate) CMDHD
Ian Nelson* Delta Menominee DHD
Scott Withington*Detroit HD
Kevin Prevost* DHD#4
Michael Kramer* DHD #10
Wade Dishaw* Dickinson-Iron DHD
Tina Moore (associate) Genesee CHD
Bill Hough* Genessee CHD
Brent Wheat* Grand Traverse CHD
Tip MacGuire* Huron CHD
Rod McNeill* Ingham CHD
Don Hayduk* Jackson CHD
Lucus Pols* Kalamazoo CHD
Samantha VanDuinen (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Rachel Stiening (associate) Kent CHD
Russell Flewelling (associate) Kent CHD
Kasee Johnson* Lenawee CHD
Cindy Merritt (associate) Lenawee CHD
Matt Bolang* Livingston CHD
Amy Aumock (associate) Livingston CHD
Patrick Jacuzzo* Marquette CHD
Lonnie Smith* Mid-MI DHD
Jim Henry* Midland CHD
Michael Eslick* Muskegon CHD
Jeremy Fruk (associate) HDNW
Mark Hansell (associate) Oakland CHD
Claudia Terrell (associate) Oakland CHD
Laura Riddell (associate) Oakland CHD
Adeline Hambley* Ottawa CHD	
Spencer Ballard (associate) Ottawa CHD
Chris Klawuhn* Saginaw CHD
Steve Demick* St. Clair CHD
Casey Elliott* Shiawassee CHD
Jerry White* Tuscola CHD
Kristen Schweighoefer* Washtenaw CHD
Jackie Bates (associate) Washtenaw CHD
Theresa Brestovansky* Wayne CHD	
Tanya Rule*Western UP DHD 
Pam Rutter (adjunct) U of M
	
*denotes voting member
Non-member Guests	
Jodie Shaver MALPH
Rebecca Vought MDARD 
Vern Johnson MDHHS
Molly Cotant MDHHS
Emily Dinh MDHHS
Dana DeBruyn MDEGLE
Jeremy Hoey MDEGLE
Ian Smith MDEGLE
Sara Pearson MDEGLE
Laura Remus LARA

Meeting called to order by Sara Simmonds at 9:30 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Hambley, Support by Bolang. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from April 21st , 2022, with the addition of the support of the motion to approve the agenda was made by Bowen, by Hayduk, Support by Bolang.  Motion carried. 
3. Guest Speakers
a. Vector borne Illness Surveillance – Dr. Emily Dinh, MDHHS
Dr. Dinh’s presentation covered Michigan’s Vector Surveillance in 2021, which included the following:
i. Tick borne Disease – as of 4-1-2020 the State no longer tests citizen submitted ticks for the presence of pathogens.  Tick identification may be accomplished by submitting a picture of the tick to MDHHS-Bugs@michigan.gov .
1. Lyme Disease (heaviest burden is in the Western UP) – black legged and deer ticks.  Peaks in June/July for the nymphs and in the Fall for adult ticks.
2. Anaplasmosis (mostly Western UP) – black legged tick. Common symptoms are fever, headache, muscle pain, chills.  Severe symptoms include difficulty breathing, kidney failure, and neurological problems
3. Babesia (rare in Michigan) – black legged tick. 
ii. Mosquito borne Disease – testing has transitioned from MSU to MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories.
1. EEE – Southern to Central LP
2. St. Louis Encephalitis – Southern to Central LP
3. La Crosse Encephalitis (sporatic) – Southern to Central LP
4. Jamestown Canyon Virus – regional increases are a concern for Michigan.
5. West Nile – responsible for over 1,200 cases and over 100 fatalities.  Likely to dominate the arbovirus front for the foreseeable future.
	
4. Officer & Affiliate Reports
a) President’s Report: 
a. Norm Hess is out.  He reached out this morning and he is asking Becky Beckler, a liaison, to get some more information on SB6101.  
b. Sara has been working with the NCWS workgroup.  We had talked about a comprehensive funding component.  It was decided by Nick at MALPH that there should be a singular meeting between the two workgroups.
c. Sara is attending a meeting on Monday with MDHHS to discuss the EH division in MDHHS to have a clear understanding about what their vision is and to talk through the communications logistics with the group.  She will then set up a meeting with MALEHA for some Q&A.  
b) Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report has been filed with the Secretary and shared with the membership.
c) MALPH Report: Jodie Shaver
a. Norm is out on medical leave.  If there is any need in the next couple of weeks please reach out to Jodie.
b. MALPH will be working on a grant through HRSA.
c. Michigan Premiere Public Health Conference is June 16-17 at the Amway Grand in Grand Rapids. The room block is now expired, reach out to Jodie if you still need a room.  Registration ends next Wednesday.
d. Mentoring application packet went out and is due by the end of the month.  Matching will be in June and there will be 3 orientations around the State.  There will be 4 sessions of training.
e. MALPH has an inquiry into PAA on HB6101 to see where it stands.  They have not heard anything yet.  A question was asked if there was any update on the swimming pool regulations.  Jodie did not know.
d) MEHA Report: Tanya Rule
a. The Annual MEHA board and chair committee planning session is coming up June 2-3 in Gaylord.  Send any suggestions or training needs that need to be addressed next year to Tanya.  Work on the MEHA journal is currently underway.  Send any items for the journal to Tanya.
5. State Department Reports:  
a) EGLE:  
a. Campgrounds, Pools, and Onsite – Jeremy Hoeh: 
i. Swim up bars - there is not a lot to share.  The bills went through the house and were sent over to the senate.  There were some changes made, but EGLE was not able to get many changes made.  EGLE did hear from the Governor’s office that they are supportive of the bills.  At some point EGLE will be starting a stakeholder process to update their rules.  
ii. Sara had reached out about another bill that was introduced regarding septic tank inspections.  Dana reached out to Travis B. and it was a surprise to him. They will put together a bill analysis and send it over.  It seemed to put a lot of the work onto EGLE to develop the program, the rules, and what the inspections would look like.  
iii. Karen Beauchamp put on a virtual pool inspection refresher on Tuesday, 120 people were on the training.  EGLE did get the video onto their Youtube channel.  
iv. The onsite group is out in Van Buren County for soils training today.  
b. Sara Pearson:
i. The well construction team started the soft start to the evaluations.   Anita went to Gennessee County and did some field evaluations.  EGLE will be using it more as a training and experience developing approach.  These will be run like they are an eval so you will know what would come out of an eval, but there will not be any enforcement.  
ii. EGLE wants to offer some online sessions to provide some refreshers throughout the summer, they will be setting those up soon.  These sessions will play videos and have a Q&A with available staff.  
iii. For in-person training, EGLE wants to get some days for shop days where folks can come in and see the well equipment and talk about how the equipment is used and how it all works.  Some suggested locations are Coopersville, Flint, and Grayling.  
iv. UST SB 991 was introduced. LARA requested some revisions.  The bill has passed out of senate committee and is on its 3rd reading in the senate now.  
v. Portland cement used by the drillers is no longer making type 1 and type 2 to meet the specs of ASTM, it is now crosswise with our rules.  They want to use type 1L which does not meet the standard listed in the rules.  They are working on finding a solution on this.  EGLE is coordinating with Minnesota and Wisconsin to see what they are doing.
c. Ian Smith: 
i. There are two monitoring programs going currently for surface water intakes across MI focusing on the area around Wyandotte and Little Bay de Noc for PFAS on a weekly basis. EGLE will also be doing a cyanotoxin sampling project over the summer looking for a select set of cyanotoxins in raw and finished water.  They hope to have data to share in the near future.  
ii. MPART has a sampling study in regards to septic systems and PFAS they would like to do.  This study has not yet been approved and is still in the beginning stages of discussion.  
a. Tony mentioned that the surveys have already been done for wastewater.  
b. Sara asked Ian if they are dialing into residential single family homes and if he could check into this.  
c. Tony asked what the criteria for selection of sampling site is.  
iii. Questions from the membership
a. Scott asked about sampling at the intakes of municipals for PFAS; what is the practicality that they will be able to treat if they find it is positive?  Ian confirmed they would be and all finished water in municipal is being sampled.  They have been testing raw water every other month, but in these target areas they will be increasing the frequency.  The new aspect of it is it will be on a weekly basis looking for seasonal anomalies.  Wyandotte and Monroe intakes will be sampled weekly.  Others will be sampled quarterly. 
b. Tanya asked if EGLE is looking into the situation of lack of well casing availability.  What is the turn around on what type of steel casing they can use that does not meet the ASTM standards for 8” casing?  Sara will be looking into this, send questions to Sara as well as your local rep.
d. Dana DeBruyn: 
i. Connor is completely focused on the EPA review this week.  Thank you for standing by on call for any questions EPA has during the review.  EPA is doing the review differently and putting more burden on LPH then before.  They have multiple reviewers working on a file and at different paces.  
ii. NCWS workgroup continues to meet and have good discussions and brainstorming.  Funding is the main topic, and the ability to find new funding.  We are going to move this conversations forward with the ED9 workgroup.  Thank you to Sara for being a real advocate for the need for funding, immediate and sustainable.  The group will continue to meet and discuss the work that needs to be done there.  
iii. This week Eric Oswald introduced Brian Thurston as the new assistant division director.  Brian will still be working with community water, but his main focus will be the assistant division director.  Dana hopes to introduce him officially to MALEHA in June or July.  
iv. EGLE definition of a water supply has been updated and is out on the website.  Language giving people out’s has been taken out.  Language on number of connections has changed and is focusing on number of people.  EGLE is putting together a classification review team that LHD can trigger when it is not clear what the classification should be.  They will be looking a lot more at the migrant labor camps, these are not transient systems.  The bottom line on this is if there is a residential component, EGLE has the responsibility to say whether or not it is a type 1.  
b) MDARD: 
a.  Jennifer announced Becky Vought has been hired to fill Sean Dunleavy’s position.  She will continue to have the same contact information.
b.  Becky Vought
i. Becky is still available to answer questions for her consultation area.  Amanda G. will be taking over specialized processing questions.  Shane and Rodney will be helping for standardization (Rodney) and consultation (Shane) until they are able to backfill Becky’s position.  Becky is looking forward to filling Sean’s shoes.  
ii. It is time for food safety grants, looking for 2 MALEHA representatives by May 31st to sit on review panel.  
iii. FDA is working on a pilot project for a limited scope 20.88 Addendum for local health.  MDARD may ask for some time in June for Lauren Edwards to present the project to MALEHA.  

c) MDHHS: 
a.  Molly Cotant 
i. MDHHS is continuing to try to identify and collect info on existing trainings that are of interest and what might be helpful in the future.  They appreciate the partnership and interest in all of the changes that have gone on in MDHHS and the division of EH in MDHHS.  Molly will be scheduling Kory G. to meet with MALEHA to discuss these changes.  Molly introduced Vern Johnson to MALEHA as a liaison to LPH.  
b.  Vern Johnson
i. ED9 workgroup update – ED-9 states we need to form a workgroup with the state agencies and LPH.  The first meeting was to go over the directive itself. The overall goal is to know that the water is safe for residents and visitors of Michigan from the water sources to the potable water at the kitchen sink.  There have been 2 meetings where they met on May 17th and May 3rd.  May 17th looked at what LPH does to protect groundwater and surface water supplies and protections to potable water supplies to residents.  Where are the areas that State health can be more involved in, who does what and what are the partnerships.  This is a proposal with a funding piece attached to it.  They need to respond back to the Governor’s office with the proposal.  MDHHS will be looking at those and what budget will be needed to make it happen.  
a. Sara asked what the funding mechanism is behind ED-9, what is the sustainability of the funding mechanism and is there a plan B if proposal 1 does not go through.  Vern stated that one of the things the workgroup is doing is looking at our work force to see if there is enough.  The proposal submitted back to the Governor’s office will include what it will cost to fully implement this.  Molly stated they don’t know yet that there will be funding, but they want to be able to give a number of what would be needed.
b.  Andrew Cox asked if Vern’s contact information can be shared with MALEA, Vern will share it with Sara to distribute. Vern was also asked to drop it in the chat. 
c. Tony asked what is going to happen with the groups merging.  There will be one meeting with the 2 workgroups. 
d) LARA: 
a.  Laura Remus – No update or report.  Laura took questions and future topics to report.  None were given by the membership.
e) MIOSHA: No update.
f) MLCC: No update.
6. Committee Reports: 
a. Food: The committee did not meet last month.  No updates.
b. Drinking Water:  The committee did not meet last month. No updates. Dan and Matt asked if we could review the language in the water supply classification and let them know if there are any issues.
c. Onsite: SB6101 is surprising.  IF it is a real thing we will need to rally the troops.  It is oddly worded and fragmented.  We will want to make sure we get a seat at the table earlier rather than later.  Matt reached out to Jeremy about the contract language.  Hopefully they will meet in the next few weeks once EGLE is back from the field.  There was some discussion on sb6101.  
d. Legislative:  The swimming pool regulations appear to be moving forward towards passage.  Would like to get MLCC on a future meeting to talk about their concept on the bill.  No updates recently on the self-service alcohol.  
e. [bookmark: _GoBack]Technology & Training: Last call for the directors conference ideas.  He hasn’t received any ideas in the past few months.  If you have an idea let Don know.  Assumption it will be in person.  The state has installed streaming equipment.  Tony asked about giving Dana a little bit of time to talk about the workgroup and maybe have Vern do a talk too on the ED9 workgroup side.
7. External MALEHA Efforts:
a. MALPH NCWS Workgroup – had the directive to add the administrative quorum.  The biggest issue is the fact that the funding for the program is written into the statute.  Coming up with more funding will need to be creative.  Also looking at other avenues since it takes a long time to find extra funding.  Another possibility is to see if there is any funding through MDHHS to be put into the comprehensive agreement to supplement the costs for PFAS and LCR.  We need another source of revenue to get us the funding to be able to do what we need to do.  The other option would be for EGLE to take over some of the workload (PFAS, LCR, NTs, etc.).   There is a lot of busywork with type2, if that can be simplified that would make it more manageable.  Tony brought up that ED9 is probably going to have the most impact, and discussed MDHHS and EGLE staffing levels and the money that went into that.  Matt commented that we need to be careful on what line we walk down.  We don’t want to be out of the loop completely.  
b. HABs – no updates, just gearing up for the season.
c. MDHHS/ MALPH/ MALEHA ED 9 Workgroup – meeting every two weeks to come up with some suggestions. 
8. Items from Board: 
a. The June meeting is during the Michigan Premiere Public Health Conference.  Sara will send out an email asking about whether we should reschedule this meeting or move forward with it at the conference.
9. Items from Members: 
a. Type II Discussion – Randy Rapp, Allegan County mentioned the application to install or alter a public water supply system.  His understanding was this needs to be sent in if they are changing a pipe or installing a drinking fountain.  How will others be handling this? Eric will not be changing their policy of when an app is required.  Sara stated they were not going to change anything either.  
10. Next meeting is 6-16-22.  Motion to adjourn the meeting by Bolang, Support by Hambley.  Motion carried. 
Meeting Adjourned 11:47 AM.
Submitted by Elizabeth Suggitt 06 14 22 
								Approved
								MALEHA Secretary
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