


MALEHA Environmental Health Forum
Minutes from April 21st 2022, 9:30 AM
Teleconference 
Board of Directors:
Elizabeth Suggitt* LMAS Secretary
Sara Simmonds* Kent CHD President
Andrew Cox*Macomb Past President
Steve King* CMDHD Director
Kevin Green* Calhoun CHD Director
Anthony Drautz* Oakland CHD President Elect
Tanya Rule* WUPHD Director
Steve Stoddard* Lapeer CHD Director
Chris Westover* Monroe CHD Treasurer

Members:
Randy Rapp* Allegan CHD
Rebecca Long (associate) Allegan CHD
Jay VanStee* Barry-Eaton DHD
Joel Kwiatkowski* Bay CHD
Paul Andriacchi* Br.-Hillsdale-St. Joe CHA
Joe Frazier (associate) Br.-Hillsdale-St. Joe CHA
Shanay Settles (associate) Calhoun CHD
George Friday* Cass-Van Buren DHD
Suzanne Lieurance* Chippewa CHD
Ian Nelson* Delta Menominee DHD
Scott Withington*Detroit HD
Cori Upper* DHD#2
Kevin Prevost* DHD#4
Michael Kramer* DHD #10
Wade Dishaw* Dickinson-Iron DHD
Brent Wheat* Grand Traverse CHD
Tip MacGuire* Huron CHD
Rod McNeill* Ingham CHD
Ken Bowen* Ionia CHD
Don Hayduk* Jackson CHD
Lucus Pols* Kalamazoo CHD
Samantha VanDuinen (associate) Kalamazoo CHD
Rachel Stiening (associate) Kent CHD
Brendan Earl (associate) Kent CHD
Russell Flewelling (associate) Kent CHD
Kasee Johnson* Lenawee CHD
Cindy Merritt (associate) Lenawee CHD
Matt Bolang* Livingston CHD
Amy Aumock (associate) Livingston CHD
Tom Barnes (associate) Macomb CHD
Patrick Jacuzzo* Marquette CHD
Lonnie Smith* Mid-MI DHD
Bryan Fowler (associate) Mid-MI DHD
Jim Henry* Midland CHD
Michael Eslick* Muskegon CHD
Mark Hansell (associate) Oakland CHD
Claudia Terrell (associate) Oakland CHD
Laura Riddell (associate) Oakland CHD
Adeline Hambley* Ottawa CHD	
Spencer Ballard (associate) Ottawa CHD
Chris Klawuhn* Saginaw CHD
Steve Demick* St. Clair CHD
Casey Elliott* Shiawassee CHD
Jerry White* Tuscola CHD
Kristen Schweighoefer* Washtenaw CHD
Jackie Bates (associate) Washtenaw CHD
Brandon Morrill (associate) Washtenaw CHD
Theresa Brestovansky* Wayne CHD	
Tanya Rule*Western UP DHD 
Pam Rutter (adjunct) U of M
	
*denotes voting member
Non-member Guests	
Norm Hess MALPH
Rodney Blanchard MDARD
Tim Slawinski MDARD 
Laura de la Rambelje MDHHS
Molly Cotant MDHHS
Dana DeBruyn MDEGLE
Jeremy Hoey MDEGLE
Connor Wickham MDEGLE 
Ian Smith MDEGLE
Sara Pearson MDEGLE
Laura Remus LARA
Mark Miller Private Public Health Consultant
Kayla Swope MLCC

Meeting called to order by Sara Simmonds at 9:30 AM
1. Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Bolang, Support by ???. Motion carried.
2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes from March 17th, 2022 by Friday, Support by Klawuhn.  Motion carried. 
3. Guest Speakers
a. CJS Training/Mentoring Update – Mark Miller, Private Public Health Consultant.
Mark has put together training and mentoring programs for administrative staff since 2016.  Kevin Green sat on the committee that put the curriculum together that was used several years ago.  The training was taken in 2018 and 2019 to several venues across the state.  Several MALEHA members helped out with putting the program together, as presenters, or on discussion panels.  The training in 2020 was upended by covid.  The training is going to be restarted again with dates available in July, August, and September.  Jodie will send out some dates for the trainings coming up.  Topics covered are basic management topics, finance, crisis management, and general health department management.  These will be 1 day free trainings with discussions and exercises.  The Northern Michigan public health alliance had a pilot mentorship program that was also upended by covid.  This program will also be brought back this year.  Applications will be put out in May for orientations in July, partners will be set in June.  MALPH will manage the program.  Additional materials will be coming out the first 2 weeks in May. 
b. AFFF & PFAS – Dan Bator, MDHHS
This topic was not covered during the meeting.
c. Executive Directive 2021-9 – Kory Groetsch, MDHHS
Ensuring Safe Drinking Water: Looking to get a few folks together to work through the public health portion.  This has been targeted at both EGLE and MDHHS to focus on prevention as well as response to water quality issues.  It is coming out of the last 5-6 years and the experiences coming out of Flint with all of the lead action exceedances, and up to Benton Harbor today.  We have been in a reactive mode and we want to get into a proactive mode.  There are 6 areas to be worked on and focused on in ED-9 (Laws and regulations, resources, education and engagement, lead mitigation, data collection and sharing, and regional planning).  Today we are focused on resources.  What is the vision on the public health side?  Kory is looking to form a group with some EH directors and Health Officers.  This is an awareness moment to introduce ED-9 and answer some questions.  There is a need to have an equitable state wide plan.  Regionally it needs to be flexible enough to be able to convene and have a public health action plan to fulfill the goals and objectives, but be tailored to that regions communities.   Sara asked about the sustainability of the funding.  Kory responded as it is a budget discussion and we need to have a conversation to put forward a vision of staffing and cost, and to put together a drinking water quality assurance plan.  Laura de la Rambelje mentioned that there have already been some discussions in the past and this resource review will build upon the past discussions (1238 committee).  Sara asked if this work would become competitive for funding with EGLE.  MDHHS has been working/meeting with EGLE every couple of weeks on this, and it would be more working together.  The window of opportunity will probably close by the end of the summer due to the election year.  They would like to have an initial kickoff meeting in early May.
	
4. Officer & Affiliate Reports
a) President’s Report: A written report was submitted and attached to the minutes.  Kristen asked about associate and adjunct membership, and presented her thoughts on these two memberships.  Ken gave a history of the adjunct membership.  There was a discussion on the associate and adjunct memberships in the Bylaws.  Pam gave a history of their programs at U of M and what their job duties entail.
b) Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report has been filed with the Secretary and shared with the membership.
c) MALPH Report: Norm Hess
a. Happy to see the process of in person meetings has begun.  Last week MALPH had their first one too.  Health officers met with legislators while they were in town, and attended the hometown health heros that MDHHS put on.
b. Some have reached out about the new requirement for the implicit bias training.  At this time the most cost effective option is through CMU.  They have an open offering which individuals can sign up for.  MALPH would be happy to work with CMU to set up additional options ($50-$60 per person cost). Please reach out to Norm with who is interested in the training.  Norm will reach out to CMU.  Tony asked Norm about CMU and if they realize there has to be a live interaction component.  Norm affirmed they are aware of this.
c. $35million was included in the water supplemental for folks who are dealing with failing septic systems.  It will take some time for EGLE to work out the details.  Perhaps in the future there may be some discussion around adding funding for failing wells.  
d. Lead bills – at this point the original package is still in committee, have not seen any substitutes hit the books yet.  
e. There are some new bills around swimming pool regulations.  
d) MEHA Report: Tanya Rule
a. The AEC was in Traverse City in March and was a great success with 277 registrants, 183 in person, and 94 virtual participants.  All of the presentations are available on the MEHA web site and will be available for 3 months post conference.  There will be a meeting in June for the annual planning session.  MEHA is planning on offering the virtual option moving forward.
5. State Department Reports:  
a) EGLE:  
a. Non-Community Public Water Supply Program – Connor Wickham: 
i. EPA file review, thank you for help with collecting information.  Staff are vetting the information and will reach out if they need any additional information.  
ii. EGLE is continuing to work on the evaluations with the health departments and the corrective action plans.  
iii. EGLE is deep into the MIEDWIS transition.  They are coordinating for the next 2 day workshop which will be in person.  
b. Campgrounds, Pools, and Onsite – Jeremy Hoeh: 
i. Jeremy mentioned the soils training and suggested we check with the onsite wastewater program staff on which sanitarians have been registered for the training.  There was an issue on the registration for the UP classroom location being incorrect.  
ii. Karen will be putting on a pools refresher training May 17th in the morning.  The training will be a virtual training.
iii. EGLE had a constructive meeting with Hipcamps.com folks, and informed them of the regulations in place for campgrounds and how local zoning can vary greatly throughout the state.  
iv. Jeremy had shared some potential changes to the comprehensive agreement for the onsite wastewater program earlier in the week with Sara.  He apologized for dropping the ball on the project.  He didn’t think it would be more than some minor language changes, but it turned out to be a bit more than what he thought.  The plan is to move forward with what we have in place until MALEHA and MALPH have a chance to work through the suggested changes. 
v. There was a discussion on the proposed Swimming Pool Regulations (more in depth in Dana’s discussion).	
· Michigan Legislature - Senate Bill 1006 (2022)
· Michigan Legislature - Senate Bill 1007 (2022)
· Michigan Legislature - House Bill 5983 (2022)
· Michigan Legislature - House Bill 5984 (2022)
c. Sara Pearson:
i. Hoping to find resolution on the USTs and wells.  
ii. EGLE has been talking about composting and avian influenza on the farms in the event there is a need to compost a large population of poultry.  
iii. EGLE is working on some source water trainings, please stay tuned for announcements in the future about that.  
d. Ian Smith: 
i. EGLE is working closely with MPART about website updates.  He encourages you to keep your eyes on the website starting next week. It will be much easier to access data on PFAS sites with the new update.  
e. Dana DeBruyn: 
i. Jeremy and Travis Boeskool participate in the pool conversation.  EGLE received notice there have been two bills introduced into the house and senate.  It appears the intent is for swim up bars but the wording is to allow both food and drink.  There are some administrative rules that conflict with these bills.  Variances are allowed to be issued for the design of a pool structure, but not for the operational side of the pool.  EGLE is trying to assemble comments for changes in case the bills do move.  EGLE is working on getting some information from States that already allow swim up bars and food and drink in the pools.  The house bills are tie-barred to each other.   
a. Travis – there is going to be a committee hearing next week.  MLCC has done a lot of work with them and there may be a substitute coming on the bill.  It sounds like this is not something that is being rushed through, but is a pretty big priority to get this through.  There was a discussion on the change of change-over rates and entrapment issues, velocities, and piping issues.  
b. David MLCC side – If alcohol sales are in the vicinity of the pool, it needs to be put in plastic cups.  Until the pool rules change, they can’t issue any permits.  They have worked out the technical things needed from the MLCC side of things.  There has been discussion that this would have to be in an area where minors are prohibited. They do not have an official position on the bills yet. 
c. MDARD – has not been involved in the specific conversations.  At this point they do not have a lot to go on.  Jennifer Bonksy will see if she can find some information to bring back to the group.  
ii. ELGE is working closely with Travis on senate bill 991 for isolation distances for USTs.   There is some draft language out there to allow for hydrogeological assessments to allow for variances to water wells.  There is a meeting tomorrow to talk more about this.  
iii. The entire EGLE platform web sites are being updated in the next couple weeks.  Please check to make sure the links are working.  Really old information has been removed.  Dana will send out an announcement when it is completed.  
iv. The NCWS workgroup is going well.  We have added a few more folks to the group and will be talking more about funding and resources.  This is feeding into work load resources mentioned earlier by Kory.  
b) MDARD: 
a. Tim Slawinski
i. MDARD is in the process of backfilling Sean’s position.  The interviews have concluded.  
ii. There is a lot of activity going on with Lucky Charms.  There are no confirmed illnesses, but a lot of complaints.  Working with FDA to investigate and collecting samples. Samples are being kept in the lab until FDA determines what to test them for.  
iii. Sara requested they stay on for the swimming pool discussion.
c) MDHHS: 
a.  Laura de la Rambelje 
i. Kory received some funding to hire a full time public health consultant for MDHHS.  Vern Johnson will be starting on May 9th.  He will not be working on accreditation, but will be a liaison for EH.  Tony asked about any information on the Body Art reporting system.  Laura offered to work with Sara to get Catherine Wilton on the agenda.  
d) LARA: 
a.  Laura Remus
i. There was a presentation this week to nursing home providers on Tuesday.  Thank you to Mark Hansell for being a presenter on legionella.  If you start hearing from more LTCs in the community this may be why.  They may be reaching out in regards to their water management plans. This training takes place once in the fall and once in the spring.  Let Laura know if there are any topics we would like for them to cover.  They have done food safety in the past and legionella.  During covid-times they received some funding for infection control training.  They are looking to expand it into non-covid infection controls in the future.
e) MIOSHA: No update.
f) MLCC: 
a. David Marvin
i. David Marvin is the Deputy Director for MLCC.  Kayla Swope is Barb Subastian’s replacement.  David took questions from the membership.
ii. Claudia mentioned we have been watching the bills on the self-service machines.  Whether they think the bills will pass, will they need a food service license to operate the machines, and how should we work with LCC?  Both bills are still in committee.  David described the machines and gave a definition of the spirits.  There would be an increased penalty from MLCC for serving a minor (penalty is $2000).  The bill doesn’t require them to see if they have their food service license.  This would have to be regulated under the food law.  Primarily you will not see this in a lot of locations since the equipment is very expensive.  Primarily for those that have a tap wall.  It will be a cost saving measure on the wine side, just a convenience on the beer side. These bills would have to move before the end of the year if there are to go into effect or they have to start from scratch with the bill in 2023.  
6. Committee Reports: 
a. Food: The committee met earlier this month and continue to have discussions on memos MDARD has put out.  They also continue to have conversations about the food freedom movement.  
b. Drinking Water: Matt gave a report and there was discussion revolving around his involvement with “The Groundwater Table” and their findings and recommendations letter that is to be sent to the Governor’s Office and EGLE Director.  These recommendations are a result of a yearlong process of meeting with the various members and presenting gaps and suggesting improvements in our State’s current groundwater strategy.  There was some discussion regarding this process and how Matt was representing MALEHA.  Matt provided further context and was appointed to serve by then President Andrew Cox.  This was brought to the forum for support of having Matt formally representing MALEHA as a co-signer of this report.  A motion to have Matt sign the report on behalf of MALEGA was made by Cox, Support by Bowen.  Motion carried.
c. Onsite: It was discussed that EGLE had some language changes in the onsite program.  Hopefully it will be more cohesive moving forward with EGLE.  Tony mentioned they still might try to slip this in for next year.
d. Legislative:  Update to the cottage food law went through and reflected most of the input from MDARD and MALEHA.  There are 2 bills out requiring filters at schools and child care facilities.  These would require all schools have filtering drinking stations and get rid of older drinking fountains.  SB184 & 185 of 2021, would also require regular lead water testing within the schools. 
e. Technology & Training: Starting to move into the director’s conference idea stage and building out the agenda.  Don will reach out to Norm about the implicit bias training.  He will also reach out soon to get a head count on who needs the training.  Working on finishing up the google drive stuff.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Items from Board: Tony expressed concerns regarding board members being able to ask questions or request more information on items being presented to the membership for a vote.
8. Items from Members: None
9. Future Agenda Items: 
a. Emily Dihn, MDHHS to present on Vector borne Surveillance
b. Gerry Tiernan, MDHHS to present on DEH Org Chart and Roles
10. Next meeting is 5-19-22.  Meeting adjourned by Simmonds at 11:48
Meeting Adjourned 11:48 AM.
Submitted by Elizabeth Suggitt 05 18 22 
								Approved
								MALEHA Secretary
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