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March 19, 2020


Tim Slawinski
Division Director
Food and Dairy Division
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
P.O. Box 30017
Lansing, MI  48909


Dear Mr. Slawinski:

The Michigan Association of Local Environmental Health Administrators (MALEHA) is writing this letter to support the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development’s (MDARD) proposed changes to the Michigan Food Law.   

MALEHA is composed of city, county, district and regional Environmental Health Administrators who promote and strengthen the environmental health delivery system through efficient administrative policies and procedures and the coordination of administrative effort at the local level through close cooperation with other health agencies, associations and individuals having similar objectives.  We partner with MDARD and collaborate on programs and services that share our same goals. The proposed changes to the food law align well with our mission to create environmental health services that advocate for the protection, promotion, and enhancement of environmental health for Michigan residents. 

Notably, the proposed Food Law changes would include the following:
· Adoption of the 2017 USDA Food Code
· Requirement of a certified manager during all hours of operation
· The ability to allow for licensing flexibility for facilities engaged in complex processing 
· Many additional clarifications and modifications identified in the attached presentation

MALEHA supports the proposed changes to the Food Law and looks forward to continued collaboration with MDARD to effectuate these changes.  Please contact me at 517-552-6870 or mbolang@livgov.com if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,
Matt Bolang

Enclosure
	Food Law Update Presentation dated 1/15/20
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