
Date: 		04/13/2020

TO: 		Regional Emergency Managers

RE: 		Guidance for Working with Adult Foster Care Homes on Food Supply Issues 


Adult Foster Care (AFC) homes contribute a critical service across the state of Michigan by providing licensed residential care for individuals who are developmentally disabled, mentally ill, physically handicapped or aged who cannot live alone, but who do not need continuous nursing care. These AFC homes serve a priority population given their unique needs, typically serving between four to 20 persons. 

During these unprecedented times, caused by COVID-19, AFC homes have expressed difficulty procuring enough food for their residents. The pandemic has caused disruptions to the retail food supply chain due to increased bulk buying by customers. As a result, many retailers have set quantity limits that make it difficult for AFC homes to purchase food in bulk. 

There will likely be continued issues with the supply of food at retail grocers in the near future. Yet foodservice distributors, such as Gordon Food Service and Sysco, report a stable amount of bulk food items. Should an AFC home contact the emergency manager network, we encourage working with those homes to establish communication with foodservice distributors and retailers to assess whether they can supply enough food to meet the AFC home’s needs.  

If an issue remains, please escalate the matter to SEOC. 





