Dear [Decision maker name],

Michigan is one of 13 states that make up Tobacco Nation, a collection of states that have higher rates of adult and youth tobacco use, lower life expectancy, more “poor” health days, and earn nearly 25% less compared to the rest of the US. Tobacco use kills 16,200 Michiganders each year while smoking-related annual health care costs equal $5.33 billion. Evidence-based tobacco policies could change this trajectory and help Michiganders live healthier lives while saving taxpayers millions in healthcare costs.
[Insert information about your organization/group, where you’re located, why this issue is important to you, and how it impacts your community.]
We are a member of the Keep MI Kids Tobacco Free Alliance, which is a group of over 120 organizations currently working to support policies to address tobacco use in Michigan. Priorities include:
· Ending the sale of flavored tobacco products, including menthol products, acknowledging the significant role that flavored tobacco projects play in enticing youth and young adult use.
· Establishing statewide tobacco retail licensing, which Michigan does not currently have and would provide a mechanism to curb one of the highest rates of tobacco/e-cigarette sales to minors in the country.
· Creating an e-cigarette tax as well as increasing the current tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products is the single most effective way to prevent initiation, encourage people to quit smoking and vaping.
· Repealing the youth purchase, use, and possession (PUP) penalties that are ineffective at deterring youth tobacco use and decrease the likelihood that they seek help with cessation.
· Removing language currently in state statute that limits local control of tobacco sales regulations to allow local municipalities to address tobacco related issues impacting their communities.
We [insert organization/group] wholeheartedly believe that these policy priorities will make a difference. We recognize the strength of the above interventions as they are evidence-based, feasible, and have been shown to be effective at curbing tobacco use, particularly in preventing youth use and initiation. We ask you to consider these measures and help to promote a healthier Michigan.

Sincerely,

[Insert Organization/Group]
