
LEGISLATIVE 
ADVOCACY
Norm Hess, Executive Director
Michigan Association for Local Public Health

Paige Swem, Policy Analyst 
Ingham County Health Department



What will we cover?

• What is Advocacy?

• Is Advocacy the same as Lobbying?

• Can local public health lobby?

• How should advocates communicate with legislators and 

policymakers?

• Where can I find out more?



Poll
I engage with advocacy efforts in my job
- Yes
- No 



Poll
I engage with lobbying efforts in my job
- Yes
- No 



What is Advocacy?

Advocacy is simply identifying, 
embracing and promoting a cause



Advocacy 
Activities



Poll
Can Local Public Health Staff Engage in Lobbying Activities 
- Yes, with proper registration 
- Never 
- It Depends



Poll - Select all that are lobbying 
• Meeting with an elected official to discuss the negative impacts of 

Tobacco

• Asking a legislator to vote Yes or No on a House Bill or Senate Bill 

• Provide arguments for public comment in the House and Senate 

• Tell your constituents to contact their representatives to vote yes on 

a bill 

• Sharing model legislation with an elected official

• Providing comments or research on administrative/agency rules or 

regulations



Lobbying – Rules are Important
• The Lobby Act defines “lobbying” as “communicating directly with an official in 

the executive branch of state government or an official in the legislative 
branch of state government for the purpose of influencing legislative or 
administrative action.”

• A “lobbyist” is an individual, business, committee, or any other organization or 
group of persons, whose expenditures (i.e., payments for labor or similar) for 
lobbying either: 
• (a) exceed $2,525.00 in value in any 12-month period; or 
• (b) exceed $650.00 in value, expended on a single public official, in any 12-

month period

• Thus, a local government entity that meets the definition of a lobbyist either 
based on its expenditures or by contracting with a lobbyist agent, as well as 
each employee that qualifies as a lobbyist agent, is subject to the Lobby Act’s 
registration and reporting requirements.



Lobbying – Rules are Important

• State and local government employees are not prohibited from lobbying state 
legislators under the Michigan Lobby Act. 

• They have to register as a lobbyist agent and the County would need to 
register as a lobbyist and report its expenditures. 

• As a local appointed official whose term of office is prescribed by statute, a 
health officer is excluded from the definition of a lobbyist. Thus, the health 
officer may lobby without having their salary reported as a lobbying 
expenditure. (Secretary of State Letter to Schindler, Sept. 3, 1981. )



Lobbying – Rules are Important
• Counties likely have specific requirements for employees engaging in 

activities to influence legislation or state policy. 

• The terms and conditions of any grants or federal or state contracts may 
themselves prohibit use of funds for lobbying, or they may require 
compliance with federal regulations or cost principles that prohibit 
lobbying. 

• Please check with your supervisor or human resources department 
before engaging in these activities during workhours.



Lobbying – Rules are Important



How to find your elected 
officials

michigan.gov/micrc/mapping-process/final-
maps/district-maps-by-county

bit.ly/48PPWkG   

https://www.michigan.gov/micrc/mapping-process/final-maps/district-maps-by-county
https://www.michigan.gov/micrc/mapping-process/final-maps/district-maps-by-county


How to find your elected 
officials

Federal – D.C.

senate.gov/senators/

house.gov/representatives  

State of MI – Lansing

house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives 

senate.michigan.gov/senators/se
natorinfo_complete.html

https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
https://www.senate.gov/senators/
https://www.house.gov/representatives
https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
https://senate.michigan.gov/senators/senatorinfo_complete.html
https://senate.michigan.gov/senators/senatorinfo_complete.html


How to get updates on bills / 
laws

Committee work for State of MI: 
legislature.mi.gov/(S(q1busk3co4ummym4lhljx0go))/mileg.aspx?page=listserverSignup 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(q1busk3co4ummym4lhljx0go))/mileg.aspx?page=listserverSignup


How to read a bill https://legislature.mi.gov



How to watch the legislature

Federal – D.C.

live.house.gov/ 
 
senate.gov/legislative/floor_activ
ity_pail.htm 

State of MI – Lansing

house.mi.gov/VideoArchive 

cloud.castus.tv/vod/misenate  

https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/floor_activity_pail.htm
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/floor_activity_pail.htm
https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
https://www.house.mi.gov/VideoArchive


Poll

What subjects are you are interested in 
advocating around? 



Save the Date! 

April 10th 2024
- Lansing - 



Poll

What additional information do you need 
to know in order to feel prepared for the 
Day at the Capitol next year?



Questions?
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