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The Problem

Lead is commonly found in school drinking water across the country, including in 
Michigan.

Lead in school drinking water is common because most plumbing materials contain 
lead that leaches into drinking water, even new faucets & fixtures marked “lead free.” 

On weekends and seasonal breaks, water is stagnant in school plumbing systems, 
which reduces the effectiveness of corrosion control chemicals meant to reduce lead 
leaching into water. 

There are no state or federal water quality requirements for schools that get their water
from a community water system. 

Testing drinking water point sources in schools is costly.
 
If tests are positive, they only confirm the lead source without preventing or reducing 
the exposure.  



The Solution

Filtered drinking water stations are combined 
drinking water fountains and water bottle fillers 
with filters that reduce lead and reduce other 
impurities.

These devices can replace old water fountains, 
be retrofitted for existing fountains, or be installed 
independently.

These devices must have a filter that meets NSF 53 
standard for lead reduction.

To ensure adequate access to clean water, schools 
should install 1 filtered drinking water station per 
100 students and staff.
 
Additional point of use filters should be installed
in kitchens and where filter stations are not practical.
 
These stations are being installed to remove lead 
that was found in school water in Detroit, Flint, 
Royal Oak, Ann Arbor, & Dearborn schools. 

Policy Proposals

Filter First

Support a supplemental budget allocation of $55M 
for the installation of filtered drinking water 
stations in all Michigan public schools.
 
Additional funds should be provided for the 
ongoing costs of maintenance and follow-up 
testing for lead and copper.

Support SB 184 and 185 which require schools to 
install filtered drinking water stations that meet 
NSF standard 53 for lead reduction. 

Ensure that one filtered drinking water station is 
installed for every 100 students and that stations 
and filters are properly maintained.
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Michigan
Filter First

Cost Estimate
The filter first approach to reducing lead in school drinking water calls for providing one filtered 
drinking water station for every 100 students and sta� in Michigan Public Schools. 

Filtered drinking water stations are water fountains or bottle fillers with filters that reduce lead and 
other impurities. 

The filter first approach is more cost e�ective than a “test and tell” policy that has previously been 
proposed. The “test and tell” approach would require school districts to test all drinking water 
fixtures and then replace those that test positive for lead above a set action level. 

Our cost analysis shows that the filter first approach is both the most cost e�ective and health 
protective option. 
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The graph to the right shows that 
both the first year and the 10-year 
costs of the filter first approach are 
significantly lower than the test and 
tell costs. The 10-year cost savings 

may be as much as $331 million. 



Filter First Analysis Assumptions and Facts

Michigan Filter First Cost Estimate

We assumed that the total number of taps in the state was the total school population divided by five. 
We assumed that all taps would be sampled twice in a year. We also assumed that the cost per sample 
would be the same as in the filter first approach, $77.19 per sample. 
We estimated that 40% of faucets would need to be replaced in the first year. It is important to note 
that new plumbing materials STILL CONTAIN LEAD up to 0.25% by weight. This faucet replacement 
cost may be an underestimate because di�erent fixtures will test high in di�erent years. For example, 
this could result in 10% faucet replacement some years, but due to existing allowable lead content, 
new fixtures may need to be replaced again in the future. 
This estimate does not assume any filtered drinking water stations or filtered taps. 
Lead release in drinking water is sporadic. Test results can vary widely from year to year. It is 
important to note that the test and tell approach does not guarantee lead-free water is made 
available to students and sta� at all times.

This filter first analysis assumes that the cost of purchasing and installing one filtered water bottle 
filling station is $2,725 based on purchase information from Detroit Public Schools Community 
District (DPSCD). The State of Michigan may be able to secure an even lower price via bulk 
purchasing. It will cost $141 to replace each unit’s filter three times per year, but filters may need to be 
replaced less o�en. 
We also assume that every filtration station will be sampled twice a year to verify performance. We 
estimated this to cost $77.19 per sample, based upon the real costs of testing from an Indiana e�ort to 
test school drinking water. 
Our calculations assume that one filtered drinking water station will be installed per 100 students and 
sta�, or for schools with less than 50 students/ sta� at least five taps/ fixtures would be equipped 
with point of use filters. Additional point of use filtered taps/ fixtures were calculated by taking the 
school population and dividing by 100, but a minimum of five filtered taps were assigned to each 
school regardless of population.
The estimate on the number of students and sta� at schools in the state was drawn from 
MichiganSchoolData.org and PublicSchoolReview.com. The Detroit public schools were not included 
in the estimate for purchasing filtered drinking water stations because they have already been 
purchased and installed,  however the cost of maintenance and testing is included for these schools. 
These costs were estimated for the first year, which includes the installation costs, and the 10-year 
costs include the filter replacement and water sampling costs. 
As long as the filters are properly maintained, the filter first method assures a reliable, lead-free 
source of water in schools. 

Test and Tell Analysis Assumptions and Facts

Michigan Filter First Cost Estimate
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