[bookmark: _GoBack]Classroom Health Protocols:

Educate families about when they/their child(ren) should stay home and when they can return to school.
· Actively encourage students who are sick or who have recently had close contact with a person with COVID-19 to stay home. 
· Develop policies that encourage sick students to stay at home without fear of reprisal.  Consider not having perfect attendance awards, not assessing schools based on absenteeism, and offering virtual learning and telework options, if feasible.
· Staff and students should stay home if they have tested positive for or are showing COVID-19 symptoms, following recommendations from the health department.
· Staff and students who have recently had close contact with a person with COVID-19 should also stay home and monitor their health, following recommendations from the health department.

· Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette
· Teach and reinforce handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and increase monitoring to ensure adherence among students.
· If soap and water are not readily available, hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol can be used (for staff and older children who can safely use hand sanitizer).
· Encourage staff and students to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Used tissues should be thrown in the trash and hands should be immediately cleaned, either washed with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or with hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

· Cloth Face Coverings
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Teach and reinforce the use of cloth face coverings. Face coverings may be challenging for students (especially younger students) to wear in all-day settings such as school. Face coverings should be worn by staff and students (particularly older students) as feasible, and are most essential in times when physical distancing is difficult. Individuals should be frequently reminded not to touch the face covering and to wash their hands frequently. Information should be provided to staff, students, and students’ families on proper use, removal, and washing of cloth face coverings.
· Note: Cloth face coverings should not be placed on:
· Children younger than 2 years old
· Anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious
· Anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering without assistance
· Cloth face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not have symptoms.

· Adequate SuppliesSupport healthy hygiene behaviors by providing adequate supplies, including soap, hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol (for staff and older children who can safely use hand sanitizer), paper towels, tissues, disinfectant wipes or sprays, cloth face coverings (as feasible) and no-touch/foot-pedal trash cans.

· Signs and Messages
· Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., school entrances, restrooms) that promote everyday protective measures and describe how to stop the spread of germs (such as by properly washing hands and properly wearing a cloth face covering).
· Maintaining Healthy Environments: Classroom teachers may consider implementing several strategies to maintain healthy environments.
· Shared Objects
· Discourage sharing of items that are difficult to clean or disinfect.
· Keep each child’s belongings separated from others’ and in individually labeled containers, cubbies, or areas.
· Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials to the extent possible (e.g., assigning each student their own art supplies or other equipment) or limit use of supplies and equipment by one group of children at a time and clean and disinfect between use.
· Avoid sharing electronic devices, toys, books, and other games or learning aids.

· Modified Layouts
· Space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when feasible.
· Turn desks to face in the same direction (rather than facing each other), or have students sit on only one side of tables, spaced apart.
· Guidance for teachers
· Model hand washing - how to get full coverage in 20 seconds.
· Elementary: Have the class wash their hands at appropriate times throughout the day.
· Secondary: Have students clean their hands (either with soap and water or with hand sanitizer) as they enter the classroom.

· Model appropriate sneezing/coughing, including cleaning hands afterwards.
· Into a tissue is better than into your elbow.

· Model mask wearing.
· Treat a mask like a handkerchief - Touch it as little as possible, don’t put it next to food, and wash it before wearing it again.
· Cloth masks can be put in the laundry or hand-washed.

· Create seating charts with built-in social distancing, if possible.
· Measure your desks or tables - How far is 6 feet?
· Have students all face the same direction, to minimize transfer of respiratory droplets.

· Clean shared workspace frequently.  Follow directions on the cleaning supplies from your building.  The area might need to remain wet for 1-5 minutes to be disinfected, for example.
· Elementary: Clean at appropriate times throughout the day.  Have students assist, if they’re capable.
· Secondary: Have students clean their desks, tables, and chairs at the end of class.

· Keep students’ supplies separated as much as possible.
· Sharing is caring, except when it’s germs.

· Clean shared supplies and equipment frequently.
· Ask your tech director about cleaning computer keyboards and screens.
· Some items can be immersed in a disinfecting rinse, 10 parts water to 1 part bleach.  Others can be wiped down.
· Items that can’t be easily cleaned should be put into a rotation, where they aren’t handled for three days to allow potential viruses time to degrade.
· If none of these options are feasible, make sure students clean their hands after using shared equipment.

· Good ventilation helps remove virus particles from the air.  Open exterior doors and windows, when possible.


· Resources for teachers:
· Handwashing video from Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System, using purple paint as a demonstration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nEzJ_QKjT14

· Explaining the need for social distancing and how a virus travels between people (elementary) from KiwiCo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HTA3ql6uWY

· How to greet someone from 6 feet away, from Jack Hartman Kids Music Channel (elementary): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMg6t-z8KEI

· Wear a mask song (elementary) from Drs Bop ’n Pop: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9QTxUklE0w

· COVID-19 FAQs from the CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html

· Definition of “close contact” (from the health department): within 6 feet for 10 minutes or more, with or without a mask
· Masks have two functions.  First, they capture our droplets when we talk, cough, nose or mouth.  Cloth face coverings filter large droplets but not the really small ones.  (How much protection do face masks offer, from the Mayo Clinic: https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-mask/art-20485449)

· Signs from the CDC
· Please wear a cloth face covering, 8.5x11
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering-building-entrance.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering-building-entrance-sp.pdf

· How to wear a cloth face covering, 8.5x11
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/cloth-face-covering_SP.pdf

· Symptoms of coronavirus, 11x17
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms-11x17-en.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms-11x17-es.pdf

· Symptoms of coronavirus, 8.5x11
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms-sp.pdf

· Stop the spread of germs, 11x17
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-11x17-en.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-11x17-sp.pdf

· Stop the spread of germs, 8.5x11
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-sp.pdf

· Wash your hands, 8.5x11
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-poster-english-508.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/wash-your-hands-poster-spanish-508.pdf

· Wash your hands - germs, 8.5x11
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/Handwashing-Middle-School-8x11-p.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/Handwashing-Middle-School-SPANISH-8x11-p.pdf

· Wash your hands - germs, 11x17
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/18-294906-germs-are-everywhere-p.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/Handwashing-Middle-School-SPANISH-11x17-p.pdf

· Keep calm and wash your hands, 8.5x11
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/keep-calm-wash-your-hands_8.5x11.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/keep-calm-wash-your-hands-spanish_8.5x11.pdf

· Keep calm and wash your hands, 11x17
· English: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/keep-calm-wash-your-hands_11x17.pdf
· Spanish: https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/pdf/keep-calm-wash-your-hands-spanish_11x17.pdf


