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Contact person: 

Kevin Green, 269-969-6341
Identify, Report, & Protect Yourself Against Hogweed
Michiganders are no strangers to toxic weeds; generations have made great use of the phrase “leaves of three, let it be” to avoid the rash and suffering caused by run-ins with poison ivy and poison oak. In recent years another weed has been sprouting in Calhoun County, and the Calhoun County Public Health Department (CCPHD) Environmental Public Health Division urges residents to be vigilant and informed.

Hogweed (or Giant Hogweed) is a very large plant which can grow up to 15 feet tall and boast leaves up to 5 feet long. They are not native to North America, and as such are rare in Michigan, but a few have been spotted this year. Because of its large and unusual appearance, the CCPHD is concerned that curiosity may lead community members to touch the hogweed plant. The sap of the hogweed can cause painful blistering resulting in scars, and even potential blindness. Being able to spot a hogweed and report it can protect yourself and your family from unnecessary risk.
How to Identify Hogweed

As mentioned above, Hogweeds can grow very tall and sport large, almost tropical-looking leaves. The stems are 2 to 4 inches in diameter, and top out with multiple umbrella-shaped flowering heads which typically bloom in July.

Reporting Hogweed

If you have a plant you suspect may be a hogweed, do not touch it. Call CCPHD’s Environmental Public Health Division at 269-969-6341 or submit a photo via e-mail to publichealth@calhouncountymi.gov. Staff will help identify the plant and direct you on next steps. 
Protecting against Hogweed

If you believe you have come in contact with a Hogweed, washing with soap and water immediately may help reduce the chances of blistering. Because hogweed sap is activated by sunlight, protecting exposed skin from sunlight for several days after contact is recommended to reduce blistering. Sap that gets in the eyes should be thoroughly flushed with water immediately. Any exposure to hogweed should be followed by a visit to your healthcare provider.
For more information, please visit www.calhouncountymi.gov/publichealth, or via Facebook at www.facebook.com/CCPublicHealthDepartment. Sample photos of hogweeds found in Calhoun County are included below for reference.
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