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QUESTION4ow can local green space
development address health disparities In
communities defined by historical trauma?
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Detroit’s population drops drastically

The city’s population has Population 1,849,568
been shrinking since the 1950 I
1950s, from nearly 2 million 1900 E—ES———— S 1,027 974

people tg less than half that 95 I 500,963
number in 2005.
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Vacant Lots As A Percentage Of All Parcels, By Block, 2009
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One Simple Move
Vacant Land . Open Space

Viewing vacant land and buildings as open space.

Map | illustrates vacant properties as gray Map 2 illustrates vacant properties as green
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50-YEAR LAND USE SCENARIO
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Detroit Future City map

of future land use bo. ik
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What do you think of,
when you think of alleys?
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https://www.bdcnetwork.com/blog/advantages-alleys

The small (but growing) Green Alley Literature
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for environmental sustainability purposesquired intense
collaborationfrom an early stage tensure that green alley designs
would be embraced by local communities

ANewell et al. (2012) examined green alley programs in both Chicago
and Los Angeles, considering whether these programs incorporated
| { thhree @rimary goals of sustainable development: environmental
protection, economic development, and social equity (often referred
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Green Alley Literature (cont.)
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AdPublic participatiorleads to empowerment of citizens; more trust

petween municipal officers and citizens, social coheS|on capacity of
citizens to organize, anehhanced quallty/value of greenspaces are a few
oeneflts associated with greening initiativeBrazeauBeliveay Noemig
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Alleys as Social Ecological Infrastructure

AAccording tocSendraand Sennett (2020), fventing the city as an
2LISY aéeaidsSy NYUKSNI GKFy |- Of 2asS
elements with functional capacities rather than fixed functions,
where the activities and interactions of the public realm depend on
0KS RAFTFSNBYU aaz2z0AldAazya GKIFG

AThe longterm purpose of this project is to ideate and explore the
functional capacities of alleys, utilizing the physical connectivity of
alley infrastructure, combined with the social connectivity of
neighborhoods, and employing practical social, environmental, and

technological solutions to linked ecological, economic and
Informational challenges.




Alleys In Detroit

AAlley Activationrefers to the process of clearindq alleyways that have
clogged with vegetation and various kinds of debris and converting them
from dormant or forbidding to inviting and productive spaces.

AAt one time, alleys were actively maintained by the City and used by
residents for vehicle storage and solid waste pickup as well as social

Burposes: children playing, communicating with neighbors, and walking
lock to block.
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have devolved into untended spaces associated by many residents with
blight and disorder.

AThe City is now investing in the largeale clearance of alleys, asking _
neighborhood block clubs to create their own maintenance plans, opening
opportunities for economic, environmental and social innovation




Enter the Cable Guy

KoreyBatey Founder and President of DAVIS
(Detroit! A¥@2f Syd LOQa { I FS




Motivation for Alley Activation

Korey Alley Walkacebook Live


https://www.facebook.com/korey.batey/videos/10156988444816348/?t=22

The Alley Activation Project
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Conceptual rendering only. Final design/look/vibe/feel/standards
to be determined by the invested community.
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DETROIT AINT VIOLENT ITS SAFE

We are looking to build the
framework to activate alleys within
the impact area and connect
residentswith resources from
around Detroit.

The Alley Activation Project (AAP)
envisions a capillary network of
green passages that will enhance
0KS ySAIKOo2NK22R
visual appeal while also increasing
its internal connectivity and
creating a viable platform for local
entrepreneurial activity.

ALLEY CLEARING



https://www.facebook.com/korey.batey/videos/pcb.10157619807111348/10157619801676348/?type=3&theater




The Process of Activating Alleys

AEngagement

AlLearning from and with community residents, understanding the history of
VSATKO2NK22Ra ' YyR 6 Kl NEAARSYyGa 41

AResearch

ASurveying literature and meeting with city officials and agencies to
understand best practices, current policy, and potential opportunities

AVisualization

AUsing small pilot projects as well as 3D and Virtual Reality and geospatial
modeling to show possibilities of different alley design configurations

Almplementation
ADemonstrate how alleys can be activated in different community contexts



Goals of Activated Alleys

AEconomics
A places for small business, neighborhdmased micreeconomies

AEducation

A places to educate people about urban ecology as well as a city systems such as
energy and sewage

AEcology

A may contain a wide range of plant and animal species and foster their own particular
micro-biomes

ARecreation and Rejuvenation
A places to exercise, experience nature, and be social

ASustainability

A may serve gs a model or template for neighborhdmabed redevelopment,a .
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CommunityDriven Placemaking

AEvery neighborhood has a rich set of potentials waiting to be
unlocked, and that alleys can become the internal power
strips that these potentials can plug into.

AThese places, created for and by the community, will
demonstrate sustainabllity practices while providing
outdoor respite and recreation needed In urban areas post
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repaired, strengthened and improved to serve all residents,
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Rain Barrel Workshop



