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QUESTION:  How can local green space 
development address health disparities in 
communities defined by historical trauma?
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REDEVELOPMENT FOR WHOM?



Detroit Future City map 
of future land use 
types overlaid with 
vacancy map. It 
illustrates the potential 
of green spaces to either 
link or divide the city, as 
the riverfront and 
downtown/midtown 
continue to 
gentrify. Will these 
planned green spaces 
include and enable or 
displace and erase long-
term residents?



What do you think of, 
when you think of alleys?



Image and Reality of Alleys
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of land have traditionally been seen 
as dark, dirty, crime - ridden corridors 
where nothing good ever happens. 
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category as train yards and 
abandoned parking lots, but I think 
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The Gresham Smith Blog
Building, Design and Construction

Image: Cartoon Alley  (TVTime.com)

https://www.bdcnetwork.com/blog/advantages-alleys


The small (but growing) Green Alley Literature

Å{ŜȅƳƻǳǊ Ŝǘ ŀƭ όнллфύ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀƭƭŜȅǎΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭŜȅǎ 
for environmental sustainability purposes required intense 
collaboration from an early stage to ensure that green alley designs 
would be embraced by local communities.  

ÅNewell et al. (2012) examined green alley programs in both Chicago 
and Los Angeles, considering whether these programs incorporated 
ŀƭƭ άthree primary goals of sustainable development: environmental 
protection, economic development, and social equity (often referred 
ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨΨ¢ƘǊŜŜ EsΩΩύέ (p. 145).



Green Alley Literature (cont.)
Åά/ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ !ƭƭŜȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜǎ the infiltration of stormwater, 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜŎƘŀǊƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƎƛƴƎ 
sewer systemέ όJay Landers, Civil Engineering 2008)

ÅάwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ high levels of greenspace attachment in their 
neighborhood tend to experience improved sense of wellbeing and 
decreased lonelinessέό²ŜōŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘƴŜƛŘŜǊΣ άBlooming Alleys for Better 
Health: Exploring Impacts of Small-Scale Greenspaces on Neighborhood 
²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΦέ Urban Forestry & Urban Greening, 2021)

ÅάPublic participation leads to empowerment of citizens; more trust 
between municipal officers and citizens, social cohesion, capacity of 
citizens to organize, and enhanced quality/value of greenspaces are a few 
benefits associated with greening initiativesέ Brazeau-Béliveau, Noémie, 
ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜǾƛŝǾŜ /ƭƻǳǘƛŜǊΦ ά/ƛǘƛȊŜƴ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻ-Community 
[ŜǾŜƭΥ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ !ƭƭŜȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ vǳŜōŜŎ /ƛǘȅΦέ Cities, 2021)



Alleys as Social Ecological Infrastructure

ÅAccording to Sendraand Sennett (2020), re-inventing the city as an 
ƻǇŜƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
elements with functional capacities rather than fixed functions, 
where the activities and interactions of the public realm depend on 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜέ όǇΦ млоύΦ  

ÅThe long-term purpose of this project is to ideate and explore the 
functional capacities of alleys, utilizing the physical connectivity of 
alley infrastructure, combined with the social connectivity of 
neighborhoods, and employing practical social, environmental, and 
technological solutions to linked ecological, economic and 
informational challenges.



Alleys in Detroit

ÅAlley Activationrefers to the process of clearing alleyways that have 
clogged with vegetation and various kinds of debris and converting them 
from dormant or forbidding to inviting and productive spaces.
ÅAt one time, alleys were actively maintained by the City and used by 

residents for vehicle storage and solid waste pickup as well as social 
purposes: children playing, communicating with neighbors, and walking 
block to block.
Å5ǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƭƭŜȅǎ 

have devolved into untended spaces associated by many residents with 
blight and disorder.
ÅThe City is now investing in the large-scale clearance of alleys, asking 

neighborhood block clubs to create their own maintenance plans, opening 
opportunities for economic, environmental and social innovation



Enter the Cable Guy

Korey Batey, Founder and President of DAVIS
(Detroit !ƛƴΩǘ±ƛƻƭŜƴǘ LǘΩǎ {ŀŦŜύ



Motivation for Alley Activation 

Korey Alley Walk Facebook Live 

https://www.facebook.com/korey.batey/videos/10156988444816348/?t=22


The Alley Activation Project
We are looking to build the 
framework to activate alleys within 
the impact area and connect 
residents with resources from 
around Detroit.

The Alley Activation Project (AAP) 
envisions a capillary network of 
green passages that will enhance 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
visual appeal while also increasing 
its internal connectivity and 
creating a viable platform for local 
entrepreneurial activity.

ALLEY CLEARING 

https://www.facebook.com/korey.batey/videos/pcb.10157619807111348/10157619801676348/?type=3&theater




The Process of Activating Alleys 

ÅEngagement
ÅLearning from and with community residents, understanding the history of 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŀƴǘ όŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘύ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ

ÅResearch
ÅSurveying literature and meeting with city officials and agencies to 

understand best practices, current policy, and potential opportunities

ÅVisualization
ÅUsing small pilot projects as well as 3D and Virtual Reality and geospatial 

modeling to show possibilities of different alley design configurations

ÅImplementation
ÅDemonstrate how alleys can be activated in different community contexts



Goals of Activated Alleys

ÅEconomics
Åplaces for small business, neighborhood-based micro-economies

ÅEducation
Åplaces to educate people about urban ecology as well as a city systems such as 

energy and sewage

ÅEcology
Åmay contain a wide range of plant and animal species and foster their own particular 

micro-biomes

ÅRecreation and Rejuvenation
Åplaces to exercise, experience nature, and be social

ÅSustainability
Åmay serve as a model or template for neighborhood-based redevelopment, a 
άǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭƭŜȅέ



Student Project, FALL 2020:
The R.E.A.D. Alley Design







Community-Driven Placemaking

ÅEvery neighborhood has a rich set of potentials waiting to be 
unlocked, and that alleys can become the internal power 
strips that these potentials can plug into.  

ÅThese places, created for and by the community, will 
demonstrate sustainability practices while providing 
outdoor respite and recreation needed in urban areas post-
ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ άŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ 
repaired, strengthened and improved to serve all residents, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜέ ό!ƴƎǳŜƭƻǾǎƪƛ нлнлύΦ



{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΧ 



tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎΧ



ΧŀƴŘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
engage in 

ά/ƭŜŀƴǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
/ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴέ



Rain Barrel Workshop 


