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Activity



*Biggest group without a witch
*The witch who can stay in the biggest group without being caught



………..AND THE WINNER IS







The spread of false 
information without the 
intent to mislead. *WHO

MISINFORMATION



MISINFORMATION

Those who share the information may believe it 
themselves.  They may think it might be interesting 
to someone, or maybe even help them.  They 
have no malicious intent toward the people they 
are sharing it with. *WHO



Information that is designed or spread 
with full knowledge of it being false 
(information that has been 
manipulated), as an intent to deceive 
and cause harm.

DISINFORMATION



DISINFORMATION

This is a “close cousin” of the term “fake news.”



Information shared for malicious 
ends-cause harm to an individual, 
a country, or an organization .  It 
can be true or false.

MALINFORMAITON



MALINFORMATION

Information that is meant to divide.  This might be 
completely made up, or there might be true information, 
but it is intentionally taken and twisted to scare people or 
cause mistrust.  









WHY DO PEOPLE BELIEVE 
MISINFORMATION



Reasons for believing mis-, dis-, 
and malinformation

*Unhealthy learning environments
*People are scared
*They read something that lines up with what they want to believe in
*A trusted person told them it was true
*They want to belong 
*They want to be “true to their party”
*They are searching for confirmation bias



Rhetoric



They are living in 
an echo 
chamber





MASKS





COVID VACCINES



CHILDHOOD VACCINATIONS



Confusion 
surrounding how 
science works



SCIENCE





Blurred lines 
between politics 
and religion



The lines have now 
become blurred 
between politics, 
religion and Science. 



EFFECTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH

1. Loss of herd immunity
2. Vaccine preventable disease(VPD) outbreaks.
3. Loss of trust with patients.
4. Loss of Faith in science and other processes
5. Decrease in people seeking medical attention early or at all.
6. Decrease attention to Global weather
7. Racism/Hate
8. Increased cost to public health to combat misinformation
9. Increased rate of death



HERD IMMUNITY



EFFECTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH WORKERS

1. Compassion fatigue

2. Loss of people wanting to work in the field

3. Burn out

4. Exposure to diseases

5. Exposure to hate or potentially to violence



How Can Public Health Respond 
to this Pandemic of Misinformation



We need to inoculate against misinformation





Pre-bunking





Increase Health 
Literacy



We need to encourage 
our patients to fact-
check like a pro when 
encountering new 
information of ANY kind.







We need to 
restore trust
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