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Mission

MDHHS provides services and administers programs to improve the 
health, safety and prosperity of the residents of the state of Michigan.





What does the data say?



Source: CDC WONDER, *2025 data is provisional, missing data suppressed



Age-Adjusted Rates1 for Firearm-related Mortality2 

by County of Residence, 2015-2024

Source: Michigan Resident Death File, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics, MDHHS
1 All rates are defined as the number of deaths per 100,000 population. 
2 Firearm-related mortality events defined as a death with an underlying cause of death of firearm injury (ICD-10=W32-W34, 

X72-X74, X93-X95, Y22-Y24, Y35.0, U01.4).
*Rates based on counts less than six are not displayed due to rate instability. 

Statewide age-adjusted rate:

13.1 deaths per 100,000



Source: Michigan Resident Death File, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics, MDHHS
1 Firearm-related mortality events defined as a death with an underlying cause of death of firearm injury (ICD-10=W32-

W34, X72-X74, X93-X95, Y22-Y24, Y35.0, U01.4).

Firearm-related Mortality1 by Intent – Homicides and 

Suicides by Race and Age Group, Michigan 

Residents, 2015-2024 

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

         

         

           

           

           

           

         

     

          

     

                        

               

                            

   

   

   

    

    

   

   

   

    

   

   

            

         

           

           

           

           

         

     

          

     

                        

               

                            



Means of suicide, 
Michigan residents, 
2019–2023

54.0%

27.4%

12.3%

6.3%

Firearm Suffocation/hanging

Poisoning Other

Means known for 7,234 (99.9%) of the suicide deaths.  



Advancing Violence Epidemiology in Real-Time 

(AVERT) Firearm Injury Dashboard

michigan.gov/AVERT

Scan me to 

explore or visit:



The Governor’s Gun Violence Prevention Task Force

The Governor’s Gun Violence Prevention Task Force



Members of the Task Force

Members of the Task Force

Chair: Chief Medical Executive

Representatives from:

• MDHHS 

• Office of Community Violence Intervention.

• Division of Chronic Disease and Injury Control.

• Health Services Administration.

• Division of Victim Services.

• Michigan State Police.

• Michigan State Police’s Office of School Safety.

• Department of Education.

• Department of Lifelong Learning, Education, 

Advancement, and Potential.

• Department of Civil Rights.

• Department of Military and Veterans Affair.

Community members with experience:

• Research studying gun violence.

• Clinical work, specializing in suicide prevention.

• Local school administrator.

• Community-level violence intervention services.

• Domestic violence and abuse.

• Tribal government.

• Community or faith-based organization.

• Victims of gun violence.

• Prosecutor.

• Local law enforcement.



Task Force Subcommittees

Task Force Subcommittees

New Policies

Suicide.
Community

violence.

School 

safety.

Intimate 

partner 

violence.

Clinical 

coalition.

Implementation of 

Existing Legislation

Extreme 

risk 

protection 

orders.

Background 

checks.

Safe 

storage.





Where do we start?

Where do we start?

1. Public health campaign to improve public knowledge of Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPOs) & 
secure storage.

2. Improve access to out-of-home secure (onsite) firearm storage options.

3. Address access issues in serving Personal Protection Order (PPO).

4. Develop a mechanism for law enforcement agencies to be notified when an ERPO or PPO is entered 
by civilians.

5. Clarify the process of temporary firearm transfers so that those engaged in these transfers are not in 
violation of the law.

6. Support continued access to free firearm locking devices by disbursing and pairing with evidence-
based behavioral change.

7. Provide training on secure storage and suicide prevention initiatives for community organizations.

8. Develop model policies for clinicians and mental health professionals on implementation of ERPOs.

9. Standardize statewide processes and protocols around ERPOs and require all law enforcement 
agencies to have an ERPO protocol. 









What are the current opportunities for temporary out-of-home storage in Michigan?

What are the current opportunities for temporary out-

of-home storage in Michigan?

• Option 1: Give firearm to trusted person to hold temporarily (who may or 

may not be legally allowed to hold it).

• Option 2: Take it to the police to hold.

• Option 3: Store at a Federal Firearm Licensee (FFL), gun range, armory, 

gunsmith etc.

• Concerns about liability.

The task force is currently working with firearm businesses across the 

state to determine which businesses offer this service and creating an 

accessible statewide map for firearm owners to access.





Extreme Risk Protection Order

Extreme Risk Protection Order

Trainings to Date





What is MiVDRS?

michigan.gov/mdhhs/safet

y-injury-prev/

injuryprevention/programs/

mivdrs

Scan to 

explore or visit:



Components of and Data Collected by MiVDRS

Demographics.

Substance use.

Whether the event occurred 

at home or work.

Relationship of victim 

to offender.

Date and location of 

the incident.

Circumstances leading 

to the injury.

Weapon type.

Medical Examiner (ME) 

Reports.

Death Certificates. Law Enforcement (LE) 

Reports.

Toxicology Reports.



Nonfatal Suicide Dashboard

michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-

injury-prev/environmental-

health/injury-and-violence-

data/nonfatal-suicide-dashboard

Scan to explore 

or visit:





What is Community Violence Intervention (CVI)?



CVI Ecosystem Development: Grantee Investment

▪ Migrant Legal Aid.
▪ Present Pillars Foundation.
▪ Gryphon Place.
▪ Michigan Public Health Institute and the City of Lansing.
▪ H.E.L.P.
▪ Crim Fitness Foundation.
▪ Washtenaw County Sheriff.
▪ Black Caucus Foundation.
▪ Ceasefire/Centers for Family Development.
▪ Detroit Friends and Family/Detroit Crime Commission.
▪ Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation.
▪ DLIVE/Metro Solutions.
▪ Oakland Community Health Network.
▪ FORCE Detroit.
▪ The Peoples Action.
▪ Empower Peace Initiative/Detroit Crime Commission

•  Camp Restore.
•  Denby Neighborhood Alliance.
•  Detroit Friends and Family.
•  Fifty Fifth Foundation.
•  RAHAM Inc.

Past and Current CVI Grantees



Grantee Data Dashboard





CVI Ecosystem Development Practical Tools and 

Products

• City gun violence assessments.

• City landscape analysis.

• Michigan Violence Reduction 

Strategic Plan.





• Jared Welehodsky, 
welehodskyj@michigan.gov

• Alicia Goodman, 
goodmanA3@michigan.gov

• Jennifer DeLaCruz, 
delacruzj@michigan.gov, 
MDHHS-OCVIS@michigan.gov

Contact Information

MI Gun Violence 
Task Force Report

mailto:welehodskyj@michigan.gov
mailto:goodmanA3@michigan.gov
mailto:delacruzj@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-OCVIS@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-OCVIS@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-OCVIS@michigan.gov


Questions?
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