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Executive Summary

· Recognizing growing COVID-19 testing capacity, MDHHS seeks to aggressively expand the number of tests being conducted. Health care providers are now able to test all symptomatic individuals if they suspect COVID-19.

· The State Laboratory can also support testing of all residents in group living facilities with epidemiological indicators of exposure by processing collected samples and providing collection materials if other solutions are not available.

· MDHHS strongly encourages local health departments to conduct outreach to group living facilities in your jurisdiction to discuss risk factors, identify testing needs, and review infection control practices.


Testing All Residents of Congregate Care Facilities with Epidemiological Indicators of Exposure

COVID-19 testing capacity in Michigan has grown significantly in recent weeks, from fewer than 200 samples per day to several thousand. Testing priority criteria for health care providers now include any individual with symptoms.

Recognizing this higher capacity in hospital and commercial testing, the MDHHS Bureau of  Laboratories is transitioning back into a traditional public health laboratory role, from the clinical diagnostic role it took on early in the crisis as the first lab in the state able to test for COVID-19. MDHHS Bureaus of Laboratory and Epidemiology are available to assist local health departments where needed with COVID-19 specimen collection supplies, testing and technical assistance to support public health investigations.

MDHHS strongly encourages local health departments to conduct outreach to long-term care and group living facilities in the jurisdiction to understand testing needs and infection control practices. This may include the following types of facilities and others:
· Long-term care, skilled nursing, or elderly living facilities
· Jails or prisons
· Juvenile justice facilities
· Homeless shelters
· Residential foster care facilities
· Residential behavioral health facilities

MDHHS will directly support COVID-19 testing for all individuals in group living facilities with epidemiological indications of COVID-19 exposure if no other resources are available. If deemed necessary for investigation, this can include asymptomatic residents of these facilities with potential exposure.  Local health departments should collect specimens and send them to the State Laboratory for processing. If health departments do not have collection materials needed to collect specimens, the State Laboratory will provide supplies, as long as the state has materials available (see details below).

To assist with statewide planning efforts, MDHHS will be asking local health department to submit a situation report regarding local capacity for testing and contact tracing, as well as anticipated needs for testing in congregate care facilities. This sit rep format will be provided to your Emergency Preparedness Coordinator in near future.  


Process for Requesting Supplies and Sending Specimens to State Laboratory

Local health departments and other entities that need supplies immediately should contact the State Laboratory using the process below; supplies can be shipped overnight. 

Local Health Departments 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk37404906]Enter requests for COVID-19 collection “kits” and shipping supplies using the Laboratory Kit Order Tracking System https://milkots.michigan.gov
2. Email requests for additional swab/transport media to MDHHSLab@michigan.gov using the subject line: “EM COVID-19 Supplies”

Long Term Care Facilities, Hospitals, and Healthcare Organizations

1. Email requests for swab/transport media and shipping supplies to MDHHSLab@michigan.gov using the subject line: “EM COVID-19 Supplies”

Local health departments can send specimens to the State Laboratory for testing. As a reminder, samples sent to the State Laboratory still require a Person Under Investigation number, which local health departments can provide or which can be obtained by calling the Michigan COVID-19 Laboratory Emergency Response Network (MI-CLERN) at 888-277-9894 from 8 AM to 8 PM, seven days per week.
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