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Outline
1. Review of studies on costs of lead exposure

- National focus

- Michigan focus

2. Facilitated Discussion: What analyses on cost 
would help you?

3. Available Funding to reduce lead exposure

4. Innovative initiatives: Policies, Pilots, Commissions 
and Coalitions.

5. Q/A
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The Cost of Lead Exposure: National Studies
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Å2018 Philip Landrigan, et. al.

ÅBurden of disease attributable to pollution

ÅThe economic costs of pollution and pollution-
related disease

ÅPollution-related disease, poverty, and the SDGs

ÅEffective interventions against pollution: priorities, 
solutions, and benefits



WWW.ECOCENTER.ORGWWW.ENVIRONMENTALCOUNCIL.ORG

10 Policies to Prevent and Respond to 
Childhood Lead Exposure

Å2017, Pew Charitable Trusts, 
Robert Wood Johnson Fnd., 
Health Impact Project

ÅNHANES surveys (2011-14) for 
baseline childhood BLL

ÅTop 3 Policy Priorities

ÅAdditional sources

ÅPoisoning response

ÅData and research
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Top 3 Policy Priorities
ÅReduce lead in drinking 

water in homes built 
before 1986 and other 
places children frequent. 

ÅRemove lead paint hazards 
from low-income housing 
built before 1960 and 
other places children 
spend time. 

ÅIncrease enforcement of 
the federal renovation, 
repair, and painting rule. 
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The Cost of Lead Exposure: Michigan Studies

ÅPrice of Pollution, 2010 ςEcology Center & 
aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
(MNCEH)

ÅHealth Economic Impacts of Lead Exposure and 
Remediation in Michigan, 2014 ςUM Risk Science 
Center & MNCEH

ÅHealth Economic Impacts of Lead Exposure and 
Remediation in Michigan: Update, 2016 ςEcology 
Center & MNCEH

ÅValueofleadprevention.orgςAltarum2019



Earlier Michigan Studies

Total Lead Cost $3.2-4.85 
Billion/yrςlooks at all EBLLs, 
uses means from MI and CDC 

Total Lead Cost $330 Million/yr

Looks at EBLL > 5µ/dL



2016 Economic Impacts of Lead Exposure in MI
Total Cost 270 million/yr
- Decreased lifetime earnings $171M
- Increased lead associated crime and juvenile delinquency $77M
- Increased health care costs $18M
- Increased special education costs $2.5M


