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Contact person: Kevin Green

Phone: 269-969-6341
Caution Regarding Swine Flu for County Fairgoers
This week marks the 171st annual Calhoun County Fair.  Over the course of the next week, thousands will visit the fairgrounds to enjoy live music, amusement rides, funnel cakes, and of course, livestock showing/auctions. Because several pigs at last week’s Jackson County Fair tested positive for swine flu, Calhoun County Public Health Department (CCPHD) is cautioning fair goers to be proactive in protecting themselves against potential illness.

What is swine flu?

Swine Influenza (flu) is an illness that affects the respiratory system of pigs. It is easily spread among herds of pigs, and though rare, it can also spread to infect human populations. Typically, cases where people have become infected with Swine Flu occur when people have exposure to one or more sick pigs. Symptoms of Swine Flu in people are similar to symptoms of regular human flu; fever, lethargy, coughing, vomiting, and diarrhea. For very young children, the elderly, or people with compromised immune systems, Swine Flu can cause serious complications.
How to protect yourself against swine flu

CCPHD urges the public to be aware of their surroundings. Protecting yourself and your family from illness does not have to mean skipping the fair!

· Avoid contact with sick people.

· Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.

· Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

· Don’t eat or drink in livestock barns or show rings.

· Don’t take toys, pacifiers, cups, baby bottles, strollers, or similar items into pig areas.

For more information

Fairgoers looking for more information on swine flu and how to stay safe while enjoying the event are invited to visit CCPHD on the web (www.calhouncountymi.gov/publichealth). County residents are also encouraged to follow CCPHD on Facebook for the important updates (facebook.com/CCPublicHealthDepartment). Those looking for more information on Swine Flu specifically can visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention online (cdc.gov/flu/swineflu). And of course, those attending the fair are welcomed to visit CCPHD’s booth during Kid’s Day Tuesday, August 13 from 9am to 1pm, our mobile WIC clinic later that day from 3-6pm, or on Wednesday, August 14, we will return for Senior Day from 9am until 1pm.

The fair is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy the summer, and CCPHD looks forward to another great year of celebrating Calhoun County together, safely, at the fairgrounds!
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