[image: image1.png]CALHOUN CouNTY PuBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

O
2
-
=

190 E. Michigan Avenue Phone: 269-969-6370
w Battle Creek, Michigan 49014 Fax: 269-969-6470

www.calhouncountymi.gov/publichealth

“Working to enhance our community’s total well-being”




- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -
May 6, 2019

Contact person: 
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Community Participation Encouraged in 
Research During Tick Season 
With the ground thawed and spring growth filling out across Southwest Michigan, Calhoun County Public Health Department (CCPHD) is asking for the community’s help in tick-related research efforts.
Twenty different species of ticks have been known to live and thrive in Michigan. These 8-legged pests are carriers for many different illnesses that can infect people and pets through their bite. Not all ticks carry diseases, but tick-related illnesses, like Lyme disease, do occur in Michigan and can be serious if not properly diagnosed and treated.
Research efforts in Calhoun County
Knowing which tick species are most prevalent in the area lets health officials know which tick-borne illnesses Calhoun County citizens are most at risk of contracting. For this reason, CCPHD’s Environmental Health Division is invested in collecting information about the county’s tick population, and invites the public to participate.
County residents who would like to help the effort by collecting and submitting ticks are welcomed to stop by the Environmental Health front desk to receive their free tick collection kit. Kits include the necessary materials for collecting and submitting live ticks to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) laboratory for testing. 
Tick kit pick up is available during all open hours; Monday – Friday 8A-12:30P/1P-4P at 190 E Michigan Ave., Battle Creek, MI 49014.  Live tick submission allows not only for species identification, but the sample can also be tested for any diseases it may carry.
While the best identification method is submitting a live tick, residents can also submit pictures of found ticks via e-mail by following the instructions found at https://www.michigan.gov/documents/emergingdiseases/Tick_testing_flow_chart_227376_7.pdf
Avoiding Tick Exposure
Ticks prefer shady, moist areas in wooded and grassy locations.  They are most active in warmer months (April – September). When in areas with ticks, it is recommended to try and stay on well-groomed trails, to wear light colored clothing so ticks may be easily spotted, and of course to use insect repellents containing DEET, picaridin, OLE, IR3535, or 2-undecanone. Do not use insect repellant on babies less than 2 months old. Products containing OLE or para-methane-doil (PMD) should not be used on children under 3 years of age. Consult your veterinarian for tick control products appropriate to your pet’s species and weight.

What to do when you find a tick

Note that tick removal is NOT aided by touching the tick with a burnt match or covering the tick with petroleum jelly. 


It is important to carefully check for ticks after outdoor activities. Ticks can hide anywhere on the body, but particularly enjoy creases like armpits, knees, scalps, and groins. If you find a tick, prompt removal is the best method to decrease the chance of infection. Use a fine-tipped tweezer to grasp the tick as close to the skin’s surface as possible. The tick should be pulled straight up and out avoiding any twisting or jerking of the tick to keep from mouth pieces being left in the skin. After removing the tick, thoroughly clean the area and your hands with rubbing alcohol or soap and water. 

For more information

For more information on ticks, visit Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71548_54783_54784_78428_78430_83603---,00.html) or contact the Calhoun County Public Health Department, Environmental Health Division at 269-969-6341.
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