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APPENDIX  
 
 

MCH Working Framework:  MCH Pyramid of Services 

 

 
As depicted on the Revised MCH Pyramid, the working framework for the Title V MCH 
Block Grant to States Program aligns with the 10 MCH Essential Services and consists 
of three levels.  Definitions are provided on the next page for each level of service. 
In developing systems of care, States should assure that they are family centered, 
 
 

community based and culturally competent. 
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Direct Services – Direct services are preventive, primary, or specialty clinical services 
to pregnant women and children, including children with special health care 
needs, where MCH Services Block Grant funds are used to reimburse or fund providers 
for these services through a formal process similar to paying a medical billing claim or 
managed care contracts.  State reporting on direct services should not include the costs 
of clinical services which are delivered with Title V dollars but reimbursed by Medicaid, 
CHIP or other public or private payers.  Examples include, but are not limited to, 
preventive, primary or specialty care visits, emergency department visits, inpatient 
services, outpatient and inpatient mental and behavioral health services, prescription 
drugs, occupational and physical therapy, speech therapy, durable medical equipment 
and medical supplies, medical foods, dental care, and vision care. 
  
Enabling Services – Enabling services are non-clinical services (i.e., not included as 
direct or public health services) that enable individuals to access health care and 
improve health outcomes where MCH Services Block Grant funds are used to finance 
these services.  Enabling services include, but are not limited to: case management, 
care coordination, referrals, translation/interpretation, transportation, eligibility 
assistance, health education for individuals or families, environmental health risk 
reduction, health literacy, and outreach.   State reporting on enabling services should 
not include the costs for enabling services that are reimbursed by Medicaid, CHIP, or 
other public and private payers.  This category may include salary and operational 
support to a clinic or program that enable individuals to access health care or improve 
health outcomes.  Examples include the salary of a public health nurse who provides 
prenatal care in a local clinic or compensation provided to a specialist pediatrician who 
provides services for children with special health care needs. 
 
Public Health Services and Systems – Public health services and systems are 
activities and infrastructure to carry out the core public health functions of assessment, 
assurance, and policy development, and the 10 essential public health services. 
Examples include the development of standards and guidelines, needs assessment, 
program planning, implementation, and evaluation, policy development, quality 
assurance and improvement, workforce development, and population-based disease 
prevention and health promotion campaigns for services such as newborn screening, 
immunization, injury prevention, safe-sleep education and anti-smoking.  State reporting 
on public health services and systems should not include costs for direct clinical 
preventive services, such as immunization, newborn screening tests, or smoking 
cessation. 
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